


Dear (insert regulator body’s contact name here):


I am writing to express my concern related to the recent announcement (Dec 2, 2011) by ten of Canada's nursing regulators of their intent to partner with the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) to develop and administer Canada’s National Registered Nurse Entry Exam (CRNE). As a registered Canadian nurse, a Canadian citizen and a Canadian health care consumer, I feel it is essential that a national dialogue take place which will address the wisdom, timing and impact of this precedent setting decision.

Specifically I am gravely concerned about:

1. The lack of transparency in reporting the process, rationale and discussion of the implications of this decision by the ten (10) regulatory bodies;
2. The potential risk to the unique Canadian culture of public health service which is reflected in the ideology and shared service values solidified in entry to practice processes;
3. The tension between the American ‘melting pot’ approach to cultural integration and the national value we place on diversity and cultural respect for all, which could potentially be lost in a US exam bias;
4. The lack of clarity over the role Canadian Nursing experts will play in exam development, maintenance and administration (advisory or decision makers) as an Associate Member of the NCSBN;

5. The ensured privacy/confidentiality of information from and about Canadian nurses and assurances that we will not be included in any database subject to the USA Patriot Act;
6. The potential ‘ease-way’ this may create for emigration of Canadian nurses to points south in an already imbalanced recruiting market – and on the cusp of a looming nursing shortage;
7. Clarity on the financial impact of this decision to redirect Canadian healthcare dollars to the US for the development, maintenance0 and administration of the CRNE; 
8. The implication that Canadian nurses and their regulators cannot provide this service for themselves;
9. The lack of consultation done with nurses and the general public across the country prior to the issuing of the Request for Proposal (RFP), is not the kind of accountability we would expect from regulating bodies for professional nurses or in the best interest of protection of the public and Canadian public health care dollars.

I feel very strongly that the public and Registered Nurses should be further informed of these impacts, as well and I am prepared to participate in awareness activities as requested by the CNA and or my local professional group. I am disturbed and very worried by this short-sighted, brash and potentially damaging decision by our ten (10) of our national regulators. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.


I look forward to receiving your response.

Sincerely,

Your name

Contact information

CC to local MPP
CC to the Minister of Health
