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Board of Directors
Cecilia St. George-Hyslop

Cecilia is a Central Region representative from Newcastle, Ontario. She began
her term of President on April 1, 2008 and continues to serve in this role. Prior
to April 1, 2008, Cecilia held the position of Vice President and she was
responsible for the Awards and Corporate Sponsorship portfolio. She is also
the Chairperson of Dynamics 2009, being held in Fredericton, NB.

Kate Mahon

Kate is from Halifax, Nova Scotia representing the Eastern Region. Kate holds
the position of Vice President responsible for the Research and Publications
portfolio. Kate continues to do an outstanding job ensuring Dynamics, the
Official Journal remains an excellent, peer-reviewed Journal. Kate will be the
Chairperson for Dynamics 2013, tentatively scheduled for Halifax, NS.

Joanne Baird

Joanne, one of our Eastern Region Directors, is from Grand-Falls Windsor,
Newfoundland and Labrador. Joanne accepted the difficult position of
Treasurer and is doing an excellent job managing the Association’s finances.

Pamela Cybulski

Pam is from Brampton, Ontario and represents the Central Region. Pam was
returned to the Board at the AGM in September 2008 by acclamation. Pam is
the Board Secretary and she is responsible for the Recruitment and Retention
Portfolio. She will be Chairperson for Dynamics 2011 in London, ON.

Tricia Bray

Tricia is from Calgary, AB and represents the Western Region. She currently
holds the portfolio of Awards and Corporate Sponsorship. Thanks to Tricia’s
hard work, Cardinal Health agreed to sponsor a new award for the bedside
nurse introduced at Dynamics 2008. Tricia will also be the Chairperson for
Dynamics 2012 tentatively scheduled for Vancouver, BC.

Teddie Tanguay

Teddie is from Edmonton, AB and represents the Western Region. Teddie is
no stranger to the CACCN Board and her experience is appreciated. Teddie is
responsible for the website portfolio and has been instrumental in having the
new website created, implemented—on time and on budget. Teddie is also the
Chairperson for Dynamics 2010 being held in Edmonton, AB.

CACCN…
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President’s Letter
Dear CACCN Members and Supporters,
The Canadian Association of Critical Care
(CACCN) is a non-profit professional association. CACCN’s Board of Directors, plus the
Executive members of the eleven local Chapter’s across Canada and our National Administrator work exceptionally hard each day to fulfill
CACCN’s mandate and to be responsive to the
needs and wishes of its membership. It is our
collaborative efforts that enable us to achieve
our goals and objectives. Each year, we are
proud to report our ongoing activities to our
members to ensure you are aware of CACCN’s
continued growth and performance. The Annual Report serves as a testimony to our successes, activities and partnerships that have
been realized over the year for the period of
April 1, 2008-March 31, 2009.
In 2008/2009, we are excited to bring to you
some of our most notable achievements.
In 2009 we celebrated our 25th Anniversary at
Dynamics 2008, in Montreal, which was a
highlight and was celebrated with great zest by
critical care nurses, nationally and internationally. The Dynamics 2008 planning committee
did a fantastic job and the celebrations sparkled with their silver linings. At this event we
were able to recognize past leaders from the
National Association who years ago drove its
success, despite some significant challenges
along the way. We were able to recognize the
Clinical Editor Paula Price of Dynamics: The
Official Journal of the Canadian Association of
Critical Care, along with Bruce and CB Pappin

of Pappin Communications, who have consistently produced this quality journal for
many years.
Members across Canada have worked
closely to review and revise our National
Standards with a goal for completion in
2009. Our recruitment and retention initiatives have helped to maintain a strong membership. We have worked hard to help
smaller chapters to recruit, through the Silver Anniversary Chapter Challenge. We
hope these recruitment measures over the
last few years, have now had time to be
realized.
Efforts toward improving communication to
our membership can be summarized by the
increase in the number of hospitals who
have requested/received the new custom
designed communication boards. Continued
dissemination of our news through the
monthly Critical Connections newsletter and
a new design to our website with markedly
increased capability. We hired a new National Administrator Christine HalfkennyZellas, who like Gina Mustard, is simply
outstanding. Her efforts have enabled us to
be efficient and effective in our communication and delivery. We have been able to
evaluate the efforts of CACCN, through a
National survey sent out electronically.
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Chapter Executives across Canada. As a result of
this, we are able to reinvest in our membership in a
number of ways like creating a website that is
more responsive and versatile as well as provide
more recruitment and retention initiatives.
We are ever thankful for the support and partnership with our sponsors. These gratifying relationships have allowed us to continue to expand our
reward and recognition program. It is an honour to
have the opportunity to recognize and reward
those around us that contribute to the overall good,
by conscientiously and faithfully devoting their time
and energy to helping those who are critically ill.
With increases in the Awards Program, we have
been able to do more to pay tribute to their important work.
Through each of the different portfolio’s we would
like to share the specifics of our work. Thank you
for being part of CACCN. We value your efforts,
your contributions and your voice. Thank you for
your dedication to maintaining and enhancing the
quality of care provided to critically ill clients and
their families. We hope that our work, through
conferences, workshops and education, makes a
difference in your lives as experts in critical care.
We look forward to another fruitful year at CACCN

The CACCN continues from a financial point
of view, to be in good standing, thanks to
careful budgeting and accounting efforts of
past and current Boards of Directors and

Cecilia St. George-Hyslop
BScN, RN, M Ed, CNCCP (C),
President

Membership
Membership in CACCN as of March
31, 2009 was 1147 This compares
with a membership of 979 at this
time last year. CACCN continues to
strive to increase the voice of critical
care nursing in Canada through a
stronger membership and a more
visible presence. CACCN would like
to recognize the following Chapters
for their recruitment efforts over the
past year:
Min. 25% of membership is “new”
between April 1, 2008 and March
31, 2009
The following will be receiving one full
full Dynamics 2008 tuition coupon:
British Columbia
Greater Edmonton
London Regional
New Brunswick
Ottawa

Calgary
Manitoba
Montreal
Nova Scotia
Toronto

Min. 33% of membership is “new” between April 1, 2008 and March 31,
2009
The following will be receiving one $100
tuition coupon, in addition to the full
Dynamics 2009 tuition coupon:
British Columbia
Greater Edmonton
London Regional
New Brunswick
Ottawa

Calgary
Manitoba
Montreal
Nova Scotia
Toronto

Greater than 80% renewal of its previous year’s members
The following will receive three $100
Dynamics 2009 tuition coupons:
London Regional
Ottawa

New Brunswick

Greater than 70% renewal of its previous year’s members

The following will receive two $100
Dynamics 2009 tuition coupons:
British Columbia

Calgary

Greater than 60% renewal of its previous year’s members
The following will receive one $100
Dynamics 2009 tuition coupon:
Greater Edmonton
Nova Scotia

Manitoba
Toronto

Note: overall retention is 85.3 %.
As usual, we ran the Twin and Win
Campaign, along with the Nurses Week
Contest. In addition, the Silver Anniversary Chapter Challenge was carried
forward at Chapter Connections Day
2008. We encourage all members to
help support their local chapters grow
by 25% again in the coming year.

The
Silver Anniversary
Chapter Challenge
was carried forward
at Chapter
Connections Day,
September 27, 2008
Can we increase our
membership
by 25% or more
by
September 26, 2009?
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Awards and Corporate Sponsorship
The Annual Report is a terrific
way to highlight the generosity
of our sponsors and the efforts of the recipients, of these
prestigious awards. It is an
honour and a privilege in partnering with our sponsors and
other critical care nurses, in
selecting deserving award recipients. In today’s fast paced,
high stress, and demanding
work places, it is critical to
take every opportunity possible to recognize, thank and
reward the best works of
others.

Congratulations
to

Calgary
Chapter

recipient of the
Sorin
Chapter of the Year

The awards ceremony at Dynamics and the Annual Report
provide formal opportunities
for this recognition. Thanks to
our corporate sponsors, we
are able to recognize those
nurses who have demonstrated excellence in nursing
and critical care through their
exceptional leadership in education, clinical and professional
practice. We very much appreciate their generous contribution to our awards program.
For the nurses who have made
contributions to their organizations, colleagues, and most
importantly patients and families, we value their efforts.

Award
2008

Award sponsors for 20082009 were Baxter, Sorin
Group, Edwards Lifesciences,
Smiths Medical, Spacelabs
Medical, 3M Healthcare,
BBraun, and CACCN. Nurses
were recognized formally on
Monday Sept 29, at the awards
ceremony at Dynamics ‘08 in
Montreal, Quebec.
This year we have seen some
exciting changes: an increase in
the monetary value of some of
the awards, as well as our
excitement about a new award
– the Cardinal Health “Chasing
Excellence” Award.
Please review the award recipients for 2008-2009.

Chapter of the Year Award:
Congratulations to the
Calgary Chapter.
This award ($500.00) + a
beautiful plaque is to recognize
the effort, contributions and
dedication of a chapter of
CACCN in carrying out the
purposes and goals of the
association. Calgary Chapter
was recognized by Sorin
Group Canada for their outstanding work. Accomplishments for 2008/2009 include
holding 2 conferences, increasing their recruitment of new
members to CACCN by 36%,
offering educational activities
and establishing linkages with
Saskatchewan Association of
Registered Nurses, Saskatchewan Emergency Nurses Group
and Peri-Anaesthesia Nurses
Group, as professional practice groups. Thank you to
Sorin Group Canada for continuing to support this award.

Spacelabs Innovative Project
Award:
This award ($1,500.00) is presented to a group of critical
care nurses who develop a
project that will enhance their
professional development.
This year, there were two
awards available.
One award was provided to
Bonnie Molinski, RN, BScN,
CNCCP(C) Clinical Educator,
PICU/CCRT, and her Leadership team, Children’s Hospital
of Eastern Ontario, for their
submission regarding the
“PICU Olympics”. The Olympics are in their fourth year
and are designed to promote
teamwork, learning opportunities and skill improvement.
The second award was provided to Elaine Rose, Judy
Glowa and Gail Liggett who

shared a dream to develop a the
Calgary Health Region Critical
Care Nurses Journal Club. The
Journal Club is designed much
like a book club—members read
the articles prior to meeting for
discussion. The Journal club is in
it’s 7th year and is going strong
and continues to grow it’s membership.
Editorial Awards:
Our 2 Editorial Awards are generously sponsored by Edwards
Life Sciences ($750.00) and 3M
Healthcare ($250.00).
These
articles are expected to demonstrate the achievement of excellence in the area of critical care
nursing and appeared in Dynamics
the Official Journal of the Canadian Critical Care Nurses

Edwards Lifesciences: The
first prize award winner is
Rhonda Matheson and Jo-Ann
Sawatzky from Winnipeg, MB
for their article: “Altered fever
response in end stage renal disease Implications for critical care
nurses” (Winter 2007). Dynamics the Official Journal of the Canadian Association of Critical
Care Nurses, 18(4), 14-18.

The second prize was awarded
to Sharon Slivar, Stephanie
Langford, Sue MaloneTucker and Francis Fothergill
-Bourbonnais, from Ottawa,
ON: “Exploring CRRT Practices
in ICU: A Survey of Canadian
Hospitals”
(Spring 2008) Dynamics the Official Journal of the
Canadian Association of Critical
Care Nurses, 19(1), 18-23.
Thank you to Edwards
LifeSciences and 3M for continuing to support these Awards.
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Awards Continued…
SMITHS Educational Award(s)
This Educational award ($1000.00) provides funds to assist critical care nurses
to attend continuing education programs
at the baccalaureate, masters and doctoral level. Smiths Medical sponsors 2
educational awards each year.
The Fall 2008 recipient was Sandra
Goldsworthy, Oshawa, ON. Sandra is
pursuing her PhD, University of Toronto.
The Winter 2009 recipient was Chad
Johnson, Thunder Bay, ON. Chad is
enrolled in the RN to MSN program,
University of Southern Indiana.
Thank you to SMITHS Medical for
their continued support of this award.

The Baxter Guardian Scholarship in Patient Safety
Recipients of this award will identify ideas
that encompass safety and improve the quality of care in their practice area. This years
award ($5,000.00 or 2 prizes of $2,500.00
each) was given to 2 recipients:
The first award went to Marie Dennis
from Toronto Western Hospital, Toronto,
ON for her proposal for “Medical Surgical/
Neurosurgical Intensive Care Unit Doctor’s Orders”.
The second award was presented to another
well deserving member and her team,
headed by Tracie Northway, BC Children’s Hospital, Vancouver, BC for their
study “BC Childrens PICU Medication Safety
Incentive”. Committee Members: Tracie
Northway, Roxanne Carr, Peter Skippen,

Gordon Krahn, Bernadette Kondor, Lisa
Kruecki, Lynn Coolen, Ian Sheppard, Vena
Camenzuli, Paula Mahon, Sarbjit Randhawa
and past Committee Members: Kris Thibault, Cheryl Baldwin, Arthur Cogswell,
Marianne Tofan, Mary Bellis, Angja Pakendorf, John Maccready, and Kim Shearer.

BBraun Mentorship Award
The BBraun Mentorship Award was provided to a well deserving recipient, Alison
Dodds, from Labatt Family Heart Centre,
Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, ON.
Alison was nominated by: Erin Hebbes,
Patricia Sutton and Cecilia St. GeorgeHyslop.

CNA Critical Care Certification
CACCN encourages nurses to
write the Canadian Nurses
Association’s

(CNA’s)

Certification Examination in
Critical Care.

As per CNA,

the purpose of certification is:
“To promote excellence in nursing
for the people of Canada through
the establishment of national standards of practice in nursing specialty areas;
To provide an opportunity for
practitioners to confirm their competence in a specialty; and
To identify through a recognized
credential, those nurses meeting
the national standards of their specialty”. (CNA website, 2007)
Tthe 2009 CNA Adult and Pediatric Critical Care Certification exams will be written on April 4,

2009. Adult certification in critical
care continues to increase each
year. In pediatrics, because it is
such a sub-specialty, movement in
certification is much slower.
For CACCN members, there were
34 who wrote their CNCC(C) for
the first time and 50 who renewed
their CNCC(C) certification in the
adult category.
For CACCN members, there were
3 who wrote their CNCCP(C) for
the first time and 6 who renewed
in the pediatric category.
Each year CACCN holds a certification draw at the Baxter Reception held at the Dynamics of Critical Care Conference.
In September 2008 in Montreal,
QC, the following nurses won the
draw for $250.00 in support of
their efforts in successfully passing
this examination and obtaining the
adult credential- CNCC(C) and the

pediatric credential- CNCCP(C):
Adult certification:
Krystle Campbell, Quispamsis, NB
Melissa Rosen, Edmonton, AB
Rhonda Thorkelsson, Winnipeg, MB
Adult Recertification:
Cheryl McLuckie, Kelowna, BC
Janice Gaisson, Winnipeg, MB
Pediatric Certification:

Continued on Page 6

Thank you to
our
Corporate
Sponsors
for their ongoing
commitment
through support
of nurses awards
and sponsorship.
Application
criteria for all

Evelina Glasser, Calgary, AB
Andrea Jesney, Calgary, AB

awards can be

Pediatric Recertification:

found at

Rosella Jefferson, Vancouver, BC
This year’s draw will be held during
the CACCN Awards Ceremony
at Dynamics 2009 in Fredericton.

www.caccn.ca.

5

PAGE

6

Awards Continued…
CACCN Research Grant
The recipient of the CACCN Research Grant
was Dr. Franco Carnevale from Montreal,
QC for his research “A Study to Better Understand the Experiences of Critically Ill Children”.
The CACCN National Board of Directors is
pleased on an annual basis to be able to provide this award to members to further nursing
research.
CACCN Brenda Morgan Leadership
Excellence Award.
This award for excellence in leadership is presented to a nurse who, on a consistent basis
demonstrates outstanding performance in the
area of leadership in critical care.
The deserving recipient of the 2008 Award
was Dr. Paula Price, from Calgary, AB.

Cardinal Health “Chasing Excellence” Award.
This is a new award announced at Dynamics 2008,
sponsored by Cardinal Health.
This award will be presented annually to a
CACCN member who consistently demonstrates
excellence in critical care nursing practice.
The Cardinal Health Chasing Excellence Award is
$1000 to be used by the recipient for continued
professional or leadership development in critical
care nursing.
Tricia Bray
Director – Awards/Corporate Sponsorship

Congratulations to

Alison Dodds

recipient of the
BBraun
Mentorship Award
2008

Publications - Dynamics Journal
Purpose:
To provide a journal which will be of relevance and value to any nurse with an interest or expertise in
critical care nursing. The journal should have relevance for all areas of practice in neonatal, pediatric and
adult critical care nursing.
Objectives:
1.
To provide a vehicle for publication for critical care nurses in Canada.
2.
To stimulate critical care nurses to write in their area of expertise.
3.
To promote networking regarding critical care nursing clinical, education, research and administrative practices.
4.
To disseminate critical care nursing content of interest to Canadian nurses.
5.
To publish articles of relevance to clinical, education, research and administrative critical care
nursing practice.
6.
To disseminate the results of critical care nursing research.
7.
To explore issues and problems relevant to critical care nursing.
8.
To provide a means for the national Board of Directors to communicate with members of
CACCN.
9.
To communicate available awards for members.
10.
To provide readers the opportunity to earn CEU’s.
Subscriptions:
•
Personal: 1130 (964—2007-2008)

Institutions:

27

Complimentary: 5

Journal Profile:
The journal has its own web page on CACCN’s homepage and continues to be listed in the Cumulative
Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature (CINAHL), The International Nursing Index, and Medline.
The journal is still listed on ONLINE Nursing Editors at http://members.aol.com/suzannehj/maed.htm
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Publications - Dynamics Journal (con’t)
Editorial Review Board:
My thanks and appreciation are extended to the members of the editorial review board for the work
they do to review each manuscript. It is through their diligence that the journal maintains its standard
as a scholarly, specialty journal. The members of the editorial review board are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Janice Beitel, RN, MSc, CNCC(C), CNN(C), Toronto, Ont.
Marie Edwards RN, PhD, Winnipeg, MB.
Kathleen Graham, RN, MScN, Ottawa, Ont.
Sandra Goldsworthy RN, BScN, MSc, CNCC(C), Oshawa, Ont.
Martha Mackay, RN, MSN, CNCC(C), CCN(C), Vancouver, BC
Mae Squires RN, BA, BNSc, MSc, PhD (student), Kingston, Ont.
Franco Carnevale, RN, MSA, MEd, PhD, Montreal, PQ
Judy Rashotte, RN, MScN, CNCC(C), Ottawa, Ont.
Debbie Fraser Askin, RN, MN, Winnipeg, MB.

Congratulations to

My thanks also go to Kate Mahon as Publications Director. Her leadership and help have been greatly
appreciated.
Annual Editorial Review Board Meeting:
The annual editorial board meeting with members of the Editorial Review Board was held September
28, 2008 in Montreal at Dynamics 2008. At this meeting the following agenda items were presented
and discussed:
•
Workload on ERB members was discussed and the members expressed the workload was not
too heavy. Paula welcomed our new Board Members: Mae Squires and Marie Edwards.
•
We are running 2 regular columns in most issues (except the abstract issue) of the journal:
ISMP Canada and the Research Review. The Canadian ICU Collaborative column has not been
received for some time. Volunteers are needed for the Research Review column for July /09
and Oct /09.
•
We reviewed the responses to the journal questions added to the CACCN survey. There was
nothing outstanding in the results. Members seem pleased with the journal.
•
Manuscript status - Manuscript status seems to be rather slow but steady. We are able to
publish 2 – 3 articles every issue (except the abstract issue).
•
The CACCN website has been redeveloped. Next stage is the members-only area. In this
area the journal will be available online for members. The plan is to keep 5 years active and
archive the rest. There are no plans to stop the paper version. Discussion about putting the
abstracts and front page of each issue in the public domain. The timeline for this is within the
next 6 months. Outstanding question is what to charge for non-members if they request a
copy of an article.
•
We are going to move so that CEU quizzes will be online with the journal. This will allow
members to complete the quiz, have it marked automatically, and then they can print off the
certificate of CEU credit hours. Non-members will be able to purchase these, while members
continue to get this service free. C. Halfkenny-Zellas will be the one to post the quizzes
online. Articles most suitable for CEU credit/quizzes tend to be clinical articles. P. Price will
watch for these manuscripts as they come in and will contact either the author or an ERB
member to develop quiz questions. There will still be an expiry date of 1 year. P. Price spoke
with L.A. Patry from CNA. There are no criteria we need to follow for granting CEU credit
hours. In general terms we determine the credits (e.g., if we think it will take 2 hours to read
an article and complete the test, then we can set the credit at 2.0 CEU hours.)
•
Our policy and procedure manual was revised and approved by the BOD in April 2008.
•
The next ERB meeting will be held during Dynamics in Fall 2009.
Continued on page 8

the recipients of the
CACCN
Certification
Draw
2008

CACCN encourages
nurses to write the
Canadian Nurse’s
Association
Certification
Examination in
Critical Care

PAGE

8

Publications - Dynamics Journal (con’t)
Publishing Summary:
The attached table provides information about the disposition of manuscripts received in the last year and compares them to those received from previous years.
Manuscripts

Dynamics: The
Official Journal of
the Canadian
Association of
Critical Care
Nurses

2003-04

2004-05

2005-06

2006-07

2007-08

2008-09

# received/reviewed

13

4

12

7

11

7

# Published^

9

9

10

7

9

3

# Rejected

0

0

2

0

1

0

# Not returned

1

0

1

1

0

0

# in review (@yr end)

1

2

1

3

2

4

Average Review Time (weeks)

5

4

3

5

3-6

6

Average Months –
Receipt to Publish

8

10

5

4

6

5

Average # of Manuscripts
per Issue

3

3

2

2

3

2-3

Clinical

6

3

5

3

4

3

Management

0

1

2

3

1

0

CE Quiz

1

0

0

1

1

0

Research

3

3

3

0

2

3

Regular Column

1

3

4

9

11

8

Other

2

3$

0

1$

2$

1$, 1*

Published Total:

Based on April-March year end. ^ #’s of manuscripts do not add to total received or
published because of carry over from previous year $ Education, * Program

Strategies to increase submissions continue to include:
•
Offering assistance to all inquiries.
•
Writing to all presenters at the Dynamics conference
•
Encouraging colleagues working on a project or interested in a topic to write.
•
Presenting publishing tips at Dynamics 2008.
At the time of submission of this report there are 4 manuscripts in the review process.
List of Published Materials:
Summer 2008, Volume 19(2) – Abstract Issue for Dynamics 2008.
Fall 2008, Volume 19(3)
Rashotte, J. (2008). Book review. Dynamics, 19(3), 12.
Rashotte, J. (2008). Research review column. Dynamics, 19(3), 14-15.
Fall 2008, Volume 19(3)
Chambers-Evans, J., Goulet, L., Sherry, W., Rose, P., Vigeant, D., Fullerton, L., & Paquet, F. (2008).
Building a successful DCD program: Planning and leading change. Dynamics, 19(3), 17-21.
Fallis, W.M., McClement, S., & Pereira, A. (2008). Family presence during resuscitation: A survey of Canadian
critical care nurses’ practices and perceptions. Dynamics, 19(3), 22-28.
Hutton, D.M. (2008). The importance of routine QT interval measurement in rhythm interpretation.
Dynamics, 19(3), 29-33.
Continued page 10
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Website
The CACCN membership survey identified that an improvement to the website was required to provide improved services to our members. The board sent RFP’s
to several website companies and based on the proposals
received, Biz-Zone was chosen to redesign the website
and work as our partner to keep the website fresh and
innovative. The project was completed in two phases:
Phase 1
 new web hosting account
 WebPortalOne – Content Management Software
 Graphical redesign
 Content Migration
 Ecommerce integration
 Email newsletter support
Phase II
 Integration with desktop database, for
membership renewal and registration
 Members only area including a threaded
discussion forum
 CEU certificate and quiz
 Current and historical document & data
libraries
 Advertising
 Polling
 Conference registration

Phase I was completed when the new site went live on July
2. 2008. Highlights of Phase I are: The event calendar,
CACCN News and the featured chapter section. We
were in a hiatus over the summer as we prepared for Dynamics in Montreal, and then resumed work for Phase II.
Phase II includes the Members Only Area (discussion
board, CEU, access to information from chapter executive
and the Journal), as well as Advertising and Polling, BOD
discussion board area, and the email newsletter
Phase II of the

We are at present trialing the members only site, polling
and board of directors discussion board area before going
live. The planned date for going live should be before the
summer.
The other requirement for the website were new pictures
of critical care nurses for the top banner, a call was put out
for pictures on the website and the critical care bulletin.
We have received a few pictures but still require more, so
keep clicking and send those pictures in to us. Please remember, a signed consent form must accompany all photos. Please refer to the website at www.caccn.ca to obtain
the consent forms.
We look forward to your ongoing feedback as we continue
to redevelop and improve the website.

There has been some overlap between the phases, as we
required the conference registration in phase II to be
completed by July 1 for Dynamics registration.

Teddie Tanguay
Director—Website
Western Regional

Communication Boards
The CACCN communication boards continue to be
used to promote CACCN and to provide a means of
keeping critical care nurses informed of the activities of
the Association.

CACCN would like to thank the members who act as
a liaison to keep these boards updated.
In 2008, we implemented a new style of communication board to move us forward into the future, as
these boards continue to be a valuable way of communicating and touching base with current members and
attracting new members.
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The CNA theme for Nurses’ Week 2008 was

“Think you know nursing? Take a closer look.”
Congratulations to our Contest Winner:
Arkadi Shuman, Calgary, AB
Arkadi won early bird tuition to
Dynamics 2008 in Montreal, Quebec.
Watch for this year’s contest for the chance to
win early bird tuition to
Dynamics 2009 in Fredericton, NB !
To view Ark’s submission, visit Page 15

website will be
operational
mid-summer
2009.
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Publications - Dynamics Journal
List of Published Materials:
Fall 2008, Volume 19(3)
Fallis, W.M., McClement, S., & Pereira, A. (2008). Family presence during resuscitation: A survey of
Canadian critical care nurses’ practices and perceptions. Dynamics, 19(3), 22-28.
Hutton, D.M. (2008). The importance of routine QT interval measurement in rhythm interpretation.
Dynamics, 19(3), 29-33.
Campigotto, M.J., Koczmara, C., Greenall, J., & Hyland, S. (2008). ISMP Canada: Desmopressin (dDAVP)
incident signals the need for enhanced monitoring protocols. Dynamics, 19(3), 34-36.

Dynamics: The
Official Journal of
the Canadian
Association of
Critical Care
Nurses

Winter 2008, Volume 19(4)
Rashotte, J. (2008). Book review. Dynamics, 19(4), 10.
Rashotte, J. (2008). Research review column. Dynamics, 19(4), 11-12.
Christie, S.L., & Sawatzky, J-A.V. (2008). Acute cardiac tamponade: Anticipate the complication.
Dynamics, 19(4), 13-17.
Reyes, R., Jensen, L., Stewart, J., & Kidd, W.T. (2008). Glycemic control in diabetic and non-diabetic
cardiac surgical patients and length of hospital stay. Dynamics, 19(4), 18-24.
Beck, L., & Johnson, C. (2008). Implementation of a nurse-driven sedation protocol in the ICU.
Dynamics, 19(4), 25-28.
Koczmara, C., Cornish, P., & Hyland, S. (2008). ISMP Canada: Prefilled syringes of epinephrine and
compatibility with intravenous tubing: Learning from an incident. Dynamics, 19(4), 30-32.
Spring 2009, Volume 20(1)
Rashotte, J. (2009). Research review column. Dynamics, 20(1), 10-11.
King, M.L., Singh, M., & Harris, L. (2009). A critical care bridging program to prepare fourth-year
baccalaureate students for specialty practice. Dynamics, 20(1), 12-17.
Mertin, S., Sawatzky, J-A. V., Diehl-Jones, W.L., & Lee, T.W.R. (2009). Total spinal anesthesia for cardiac
surgery: Does it make a difference in patient outcomes? Dynamics, 20(1), 18-24.
Koczmara, C., Broadfield, L., Hyland, S., & Cheng, R. (2009). ISMP Canada: A near miss involving
cyclophosphamide, Dynamics, 20(1), 25-26.
Future Plans:
Increasing the number of manuscript submissions remains a priority. All presenters at Dynamics 2008
were contacted to encourage them to submit either their poster or oral presentation and all presenters at
Dynamics 2009 will be contacted to consider converting their papers/posters into a written manuscript.
Developing further CEU articles is also a priority.
Summary:
As Clinical Editor for Dynamics: The Official Journal of the Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses, I have
received tremendous help and support from all members of the Editorial Review Board, the Publications
Chair of CACCN, Kate Mahon, and our publishers - Pappin Communications. Congratulations are extended to all the authors who have successfully published their work. Pappin Communications continues
to provide quality work in the publication of the journal. Many thanks to the members of the Editorial
Review Board who continue to volunteer their time and expertise to produce a high quality journal. Much
appreciation is also extended to Christine Halfkenny-Zellas in the National Office for all of her work supporting the Clinical Editor and Editorial Review Board.
Paula Price, RN, PhD
Dynamics Clinical Editor
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Education - Dynamics 2008 Montreal, Quebec
Celebrating 25 years of Critical Care Advocacy: Past, Present and Future : For 25
years, the Canadian Association of Critical Care
Nurses (CACCN) has been bringing together
critical care nurses from across Canada. This
year was no exception. Five hundred and fifty
nurses from across Canada, and as far away as
Australia, came together to join the celebration
in the beautiful city of Montreal, PQ from September 28-30. The Dynamics 2008 planning
committee consisted of Asha Pereira (ChairWinnipeg), Renee Chauvin (Montreal), Lisa
Goulet (Montreal), Kathleen Yeomans
(Montreal), Patricia Rose (Montreal), Glenda
Roy (Grand Falls-Windsor, NFLD), Sandra
Goldsworthy (Toronto), and our “unofficial”
member, Joclyn St. Laurent and the National
Administrators, Christine Halfkenny-Zellas and
Gina Mustard. Without the hard work and
passion of these women, Dynamics 2008 could
not have been the success it was. The theme of
advocacy was chosen to highlight the work
critical care nurses do everyday, for their patients, for the families, and for themselves. Keynote addresses by Suzanne Gordon, Franco
Carnevale and Sioban Nelson and Paul Synder
celebrated continued advocacy. In addition,
throughout the sold out three days, delegates
were treated to topics focusing on ethics, family
-centered care, care of the dying, infection

control strategies, retention and recruitment
of nurses to critical care areas, and unique
presentations about nursing in Afghanistan
and advocating in remote Australian aboriginal
communities.
Kathleen Vollman encouraged us to get “back
to basics” and an expert international panel:
Dr. Tom Ahrens, Dr. Annette Bourgeault, Dr.
Louise Rose and Ms. Brenda Morgan, offered
evidence-based strategies to help nurses advocate further for their patients. Over 30
oral presentations, and 26 poster presentations added to the caliber and quality of the
event. Certainly fitting for a 25th Anniversary
celebration! Over 60 exhibitors filled the
exhibit hall. Without the support of these
Corporate sponsors and recruiters many of
the activities could not be offered and the
generosity of the exhibitors is most appreciated.
In addition to the exceptional program, the
unique Hilton Bonaventure, provided a perfect backdrop for the cosmopolitan feel of the
city. Tours, including where to shop, were
arranged for delegates so that they could
make the most of their Montreal experience.
Opportunities to network with colleagues
from across the country and reunite with old
friends were plenty. Each delegate was given a
unique delegate bag, and a fleece blanket as an

25th Anniversary gift from the planning
committee. The gala evening was a
glittery affair. For only $65.00, delegates were treated to an evening beginning with Flair bartenders and Strolling
magicians who entertained the crowds
during the cocktail hour. The band
Blush (sponsored by GE Medical)
played during dinner. For the first
time, in recent memory, people were
on the dance floor before the salad
was served and the band had to interrupt their set to remind people to eat
their dinner before it got cold! After
dinner, comedian Steve Patterson had
the crowd in stitches! The band returned and played to a very crowded
dance floor until 1:00am.
Once again, Dynamics offered critical
care nurses from across Canada, the
opportunity to network, learn, reflect,
celebrate and rejuvenate our spirit,
inspiring us to continue the advocacy
into the future.
Respectfully submitted,
Asha Pereira RN, MN, CNCC(C)
Dynamics 2008
Planning Committee Chair

Chapter Connections Day
Chapter Connections Day, September 27,
2008, brought together the chapter presidents (or their designates), from across
Canada for a pre-conference planning day
with the National President, Board of Directors and the National Administrator.

some of the ‘talents’ our executive board mem- members. Many chapters jumped into each
bers are capable of. This fun exercise resulted discussion offering suggestions on what has and
in a lot of laughter and set the tone for the day. has not worked for them over the past few
The business of the day included an update on years.
board activities with each Director reporting on
the work and accomplishments over the past
year within their portfolios. One exciting accomplishment provided by Teddie Tanguay,
Director, Western Region is the implementation of the new website design.

This opportunity each year for the chapters
to get together always results in discussion,
sharing of experiences, ideas and a renewed
commitment to the vision and mission of the
CACCN.
Following the National Board update, each
Tricia Bray, Board Member, Western Region chapter had the opportunity to report on: one
conducted the opening warm-up exercise significant accomplishment, one innovative idea,
which required each person to introduce challenges currently faced and their goals for
themselves and tell the group one unique the upcoming year.
thing about themselves.
As being a critical care nurse is unique in its
own right, it was truly interesting to hear

Each chapter realized they were not alone and
faced many of the same issues with respect to
running the chapter, recruiting and retaining

Special guest and parliamentarian, Riek van den
Berg provided a presentation on the policy,
procedures and requirements for running an
interesting and functional Annual General Meeting. Riek’s presentation was well received by
the attendees and it was felt based on the
evaluation forms that an additional session
should be provided, as most wished the presentation had delved deeper into the actual running of a meeting.
Although it was time to break for lunch, the
enthusiasm and networking continued amongst
the various tables, as members snacked on
soup, sandwiches and dessert.
Continued Page 12
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the

Chapter Connections Day
Following the wonderful luncheon, the National
Board discussed the new communication board
project, and Joanne Baird, Director, Eastern Region
reviewed the expectations and tools for reporting
of chapter financial information, as well as the quarterly and annual reports.
National Office Administrator, Christine HalfkennyZellas, provided the group with mini-training sessions on webmail and the website. Each Chapter
received user name/password information, and
“manuals” on the basics
The Dynamics 2008 Planning Committee attended
the meeting where Asha Pereira, Planning Committee Chair introduced the committee members and
invited each Chapter President to pick up their
delegate bags. Members were reminded of the
walking / bus tours and where to meet in the lobby.

Cardinal Health
“Chasing
Excellence”
Award
introduced at
Dynamics 2008

Pam Cybulski and Kate Mahon, presented the results of the member survey.
Following a strategic directions session, the groups
continued to share and brainstorm on the CACCN
Vision, Mission and Philosophy should be or could
become. This led to some lively discussion and a
bit of competition, as each group tried to ‘capture’
the ideals of who and what we want to become.
This was a great session with lots of wonderful
ideas shared.

continued
The Silver Anniversary Chapter Challenge results
were released. All chapters deserve a lot of
credit. Based on your recruiting/retention initiatives, we reached 95% of the targeted 25% increase in membership.
Chapters decided to retain the Chapter Challenge on an annual basis. The board determined
$ 300 per chapter would be provided to use
towards recruitment/retention activities from
Oct 2008—Sept 2009.
Tricia Bray announced the Sorin Chapter of the
Year for 2008 recipient is Calgary Chapter –
Well done and Congratulations !
All members left the room feeling refreshed,
enthused and ready to move forward.
Karen Dryden-Palmer
President-Elect, Toronto Chapter

Partnerships
Canadian Nurses Association
The Canadian Association of Critical Care is a
member of CNA’s Associate Groups. Annually we
provide a copy of our Annual Report to CNA.
Over 2008/2009 we have participated in feedback
on position statements and CNA surveys.
CACCN’s biggest contribution is really its connection with CNA's Critical Care Certification and ReCertification Program in efforts to try and increase
the number of nurses across Canada who are CNA
certified. CNA is our link to ensure the issues of
critical care nurses are brought forward at a National level. In 2008, 2 members of the Board of
Directors attended the 100’th Anniversary Biennium Conference of the CNA in Ottawa. Leslie
Anne Patry and Nicole Brunet have been our links
to CNA’s certification program.

Canadian Intensive Care Foundation
Sandra Matheson continues to serve as liaison between CACCN and CICF. The CACCN includes a
CICF membership with every CACCN membership new and renewal to encourage this partnership. CICF continues to provide financial grants to
CACCN for many of our activities.
Canadian ICU Collaborative
The CACCN recognizes the role of the Canadian
ICU Collaborative and as in the past, have encouraged our members to participate in the Quality
Initiatives of this organization. CACCN also hosts
a column in the Dynamics Journal, highlighting the
activities of the collaborative.
Cecilia St. George-Hyslop, President
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Partnerships
Canadian Blood Services
(formerly CCDT)
Canadian Blood Services representative is Kimberly
Young. CBS will be presenting at the upcoming Dynamics
2009 in Fredericton. This fall CBS compiled a report on
Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation after
consulting with clinicians across the country. We will
continue to strengthen our partnership with this organization.
Institute of Safe Medication Practices (ISMP)
The ISMP representative is Christine Kozmara. ISMP is
planning to write a short article for the critical care bulletin to outline that we still need to remind people to report medication incidents.
ISMP is working on a medication safety checklist for critical care, which are guidelines to help reduce medication
errors. The guidelines are research based and will be
divided into ‘themes’, such as unit structure, pharmacy,
and technology, as an example.

The WFCCN website continues to the vehicle for
international communication of critical care nurses.
The website address is www.wfccn.org. The website
is in the redevelopment stage. A business plan has
been developed to update the construction design
and content for the website. The website plan was
to be presented at the annual meeting in Mexico in
Nov 2008. This was the major initiative for the
WFCCN in 2008-09.
With the growing number of Spanish speaking members, it has become necessary that the website have
a duplicate page written in Spanish as well. Over
time we hope to be able to offer other languages as
well. I would encourage all critical care nurses to go
to the website frequently for updates and links.
The website contains links to conferences, houses
key documents like position statements and minutes
from each of the international meetings. Recently
the WFCCN Activity Report has been added. This
document summaries all key activities accomplished
by the association for the past 5 years.

Teddie Tanguay, Director
All documents can be downloaded for your review.
CONNECT became the official Journal of the
World Federation of Critical Care Nurses in 2003.
We have recently negotiated a new contract for the
journal which is owned by Paul Fulbrook and Lynne
Harrison, the Co-Editors who are from Australia
and the United Kingdom. This new contract will
be in effect until 2010. This project will be funded by
a corporate donor.
World Federation of Critical Care Nurses
The WFCCN has continued to develop since its inception on Oct 30, 2001 at the 8th World Congress on Intensive Care and Critical Care in Sydney, Australia. Canada
was on the inaugural Council represented by Bernice
Budz, a long standing member of the CACCN and former
board member.

The current executive of the WFCCN are the following:
Chair is Ged Williams of Australia, Secretary Shelley
Schmollgruber of South Africa, Treasurer Gordon Speed
of New Zealand and Trade & Sponsor Representative is
Laura Alberto from Argentina. There are currently 33
countries on the WFCCN Council. This number was
expected to increase by another 6-7countries following
the meeting held in Nov 2008.
The next annual meeting and 5th conference of the
WFCCN was held in Mexico City on Nov 12, 13, 14,
2008. This was an exciting meeting as many of the Spanish
countries attended and sessions were available in both
English and Spanish. It was hoped that there will be a
large attendance of North American nurses from both
Canada and the USA as well.

The journal will remain as an electronic journal that
is free of charge to all critical care nurses belonging
to the WFCCN via their member country. The link
for the journal is www.connectpublishing.com. To
receive the journal, you need to register at the
home page and your access to the journal occurs
quickly. If you have not yet registered please do so
as the articles are well worth reading.
If you would like to submit an article for publication,
all the guidelines for authorship are also listed on
the home page. We encourage every nurse to consider submitting an article. The editorial review
board is very supportive especially for first time
authors. We need to see some Canadian nurses
publishing in our journal!
It has been a wonderful volunteer opportunity for
me to represent the Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses at this international level. I feel very
committed to the ongoing development of the
WFCCN since having been part of its inception.
Continued on Page 14

CACCN
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Partnerships

(con’t)

I do hope each and everyone of you takes the time to look at the website and registers to receive the
journal CONNECT. It is your way to be connected to the global world of critical care nursing.
The 10th Congress of the World Federation of Societies of Intensive and Critical Care Medicine will be
held in Florence Italy from August 28-Sept 1, 2009 www.wfsiccm-florence2009.it. The WFCCN will be
co hosting this meeting with the WFSICCM which brings nursing and medical colleagues together for
networking and sharing best practices. Please see the WFCCN website for more details and links. I look
forward to seeing you there!
Respectfully Submitted by:
Bernice Budz, MSN, RN, CNCC(C), CCRN, ARNP

Research
Dynamics 2009
Fredericton, NB

CACCN actively supports the research endeavours of our members through the Awards and Corporate
Sponsorship Program and specifically the Board sponsored CACCN Research Grant award.
The award recipient for 2008 is listed under the Awards and Corporate Sponsorship section of this report.

Dynamics 2010
Edmonton, AB

Dynamics 2011
London, ON
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Nursing Week 2008
Think about the patients and your peers. This is called empathy.
How would it feel being scared, in bed, having no control?
How did it feel when you were new to this place or
when you just started in your career?
Respect is a very powerful tool.
Only you can make a difference in taking care of your patient.
If you have a problem, fix it. If it cannot be fixed find out why.
Change can only occur when you choose to make it happen.
Everything consists of a choice.
You choose to do what you do, you choose to come to work, and
you choose to take care of your patients.
Step back; see how you actually affect people.
Change can only occur when you choose to make it happen.
See how your choices affect those around you.
Think what you want, do what you want to do.
It takes only one person to begin to better themselves,
which in turn will affect those around them.
You do not need to change the world. Just change a small piece in your world.
Nursing Week Contest Winner
Arkadi Shuman, RN, BN, CNCC(C)
ICU, Calgary Health Region, Calgary, Alberta
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Future Endeavours
Dynamics of Critical Care 2009
September 27-29, 2009
Fredericton, New Brunswick
Chairperson: Cecilia St. George-Hyslop

Dynamics of Critical Care 2012
Tentatively scheduled for
Vancouver, BC
Chairperson: Tricia Bray

Dynamics of Critical Care 2010
September 19—21, 2010
Edmonton, Alberta
Chairperson: Teddie Tanguay

Dynamics of Critical Care 2013
Tentatively Scheduled for
Halifax, NS
Chairperson: Kate Mahon

Dynamics of Critical Care 2011
October 16-18, 2011
London, Ontario
Chairperson: Pamela Cybulski

Retention and Recruitment will continue to remain the main focus of the upcoming year.
The Silver Anniversary Chapter Challenge has been carried over until Chapter Connections Day
2009 when we hope to be able to announce a 25% or more increase in membership across Canada.

Canadian
Association
of
Critical Care
Nurses
Contact Information:

The CACCN is a non-profit, specialty organization

P.O. Box 25322
dedicated to maintaining and enhancing the quality of care provided to
critically ill clients and their families.

London, ON, N6C 6B1
Toll Free: 1-866-477-9077
Local: 1-519-649-5284

CACCN serves its membership, the public and the critical care nursing

Fax: 519-649-1458
E-mail: caccn@caccn.ca

community by meeting the professional and educational needs

Web Site: www.caccn.ca

of critical care nurses.

These needs are met by developing and implementing standards of critical
care nursing practice, providing educational opportunities,
providing opportunities for networking, identifying and addressing political
and professional issues, and by collaborating with other
professional organizations.

“Dynamic Connections …
Making a Critical
Difference”

