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The Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses is a non-profit group
that is invested in nursing education and is committed in unifying the
voice of critical care nurses.

CACCN And What It
Means to Nurses
Many nurses may be under misconceptions about what the Canadian Association
for Critical Care Nurses is for. When
speaking with colleagues, it became apparent that many had only heard of the organization in relation to the Canadian National
Certification, which is in part true. But, it
is only a part.
Among other things, the CACCN is a
voice. It is a community. It is a way to
network, and a way to share. When we
work together and share our knowledge, we
are not only helping one another, but encouraging each other. We are improving

our professional practice and enhancing
patient care. We do this by continuing our
education and empowering others to do the
same.
CACCN helps by providing opportunities
for learning and a forum to voice concerns.
CACCN also helps to provide access to
educational awards and funds, continuing
education hours and position statements
pertinent to critical care.
As Critical Care Nurses, we are expected
to be current in our knowledge and compassionate in our care. Together, we can
achieve these goals.

Your Executive

A Letter from the Council…
Fall has always been affiliated with education, in my eyes. The back to school supplies line the shelf. The school buses in the morning rush hour. CACCN is about
education, so we encourage you this fall to challenge yourself. Take a course that
you normally wouldn’t dare. Explore what your facility, community, and local organizations have to offer. As a critical care nurse, you have been given the skills to
do amazing things, so make it your priority to maintain and expand on those skills.
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Cyanide
Poisoning
Cyanide poisoning was something in the far reaches of my
brain, from nursing school, long,
long ago. Until recently.
We admitted a burn victim
whose wounds were mainly
superficial. We were there
mainly for airway management.
The patient rolls through the
doors, and like vultures, we descend upon him. We poke, we
prod, and we poke some more.
He’s now had all the specimens

We want to
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stories with the
newsletter, and
we may just
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in print!
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Education Day
Success
This years Spring Education Day
held at the Travelodge on Carling
Avenue, Ottawa, was a tremendous
success. Over 130 critical care nurses
joined us for a great day of educational updates and networking. Critical
care specialists shared their expertise
on a variety of topics. Some topics
included nursing bariatric patients,
massive transfusions, challenges of
nursing in community hospitals, and
current issues in nursing. Thank you
to all our fantastic presenters. To see
more information on the topics presented, please go to:
www.caccn.ca/en/chapters/
ottawa.html

Things in our Ottawa Chapter Area
that may be of Interest

D YNAMICS
2012
Westin Bayshore,
Vancouver, BC
September 23 to 25, 2012

Dynamics is the annual national
convention and product exhibition of the Canadian Association
of Critical Care Nurses (CACCN).
Diverse programming allows
participants to choose from a
broad selection of evidencebased topics that are geared to
enhancing clinical practice, leadership, education and research.
With both pediatric and adult
critical care opportunities provided, participants can design
educational agendas to meet
their own unique needs. Dynamics brings colleagues together
from coast to coast, providing a
forum to share ideas and experiences in a new and exciting Canadian location each year.
.

Cardiac Nursing Series
Foustanellas Auditorium at
The Heart Institute
Basic Arrhythmia Interpretation
Tuesday, October 30, 2012
Acute Coronary Syndrome & 12-Lead ECG
Interpretation
Tuesday, January 22, 2013
http://www.ottawaheart.ca

2012 Job Fair Health
Professionals Recruitment Tour
Ottawa
Sunday, September 30, 2012 – 4 to 8 p.m.
Where: Hampton Inn & Conference Centre,
Main Ballroom

Don’t Forget

Critical Care Nursing Certification deadlines:
Initial Certification Application:
November 14, 2012
Renewal:
December 3, 2012
Exam:
April 20, 2013

We encourage you to become a member of the Ottawa Regional Chapter of CACCN and
become an active voice in your Critical Care Nursing field.
You can go to www.caccn.ca for more information, or contact us at ottawaregional@caccn.ca
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