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Karen Dryden-Palmer, MN, RN, President
Karen is from Barrie, ON and represents the Central Region. Karen assumed the role of President in
April 2014 and has held the portfolio of Dynamics Liaison for the past several years. Karen has been
instrumental in the development of Dynamics policies and procedures.

Renée Chauvin, MEd, A, BScN, RN, CNCC(C), Vice-President
Renée is from Ottawa, ON and is the Director at Large. Renée assumed the role of Vice-President in
April 2014 and manages the Communications Committee portfolio. Renée will assume the role of President in April 2016.

Rob Mazur, BScN, RN, Treasurer
Rob is from Winnipeg, MB and represents the Central Region. He currently holds the portfolio of Finance Committee. Rob has been instrumental in ensuring the CACCN is financially stable. Rob has
been instrumental in raising the awareness of flight nursing.

Kathy Bouwmeester, RN, ACCN, Director
Kathy is from Calgary, AB and represents the Western Region. She currently holds the portfolio of
Partner Relations. Kathy has been instrumental in forging partnerships with Critical Care Associations,
sponsors and exhibitors.

Barb Fagan, BScN, RN, CNCC(C), Director
Barb is from Middle Sackville, NS and represents the Eastern Region. She currently holds the portfolio
of Professional Development. Barb has been instrumental in raising the awareness of the Educational
needs and the Awards/Grants CACCN has available for members.

Carla MacDonald, MN, RN, CNCC(C), Director
Carla is from New Glasgow, NS and represents the Eastern Region . She currently holds the portfolio
of National Conference Committee. Carla has been instrumental in managing changes to the Dynamics
of Critical Care Conference.

Lara Parker, MSN, RN, CNCC(C), Director
Lara is from Port Moody, BC and represents the Western Region . She currently holds the portfolio of
Member Relations Committee. Lara has been instrumental in raising the awareness of CACCN Membership and meeting the needs of our Chapter Leadership and our members.

Paula Price, PhD, RN, CJCCN Editor
Paula is from Calgary, AB and has been the editor of the Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing for
over 20 years. Paula has been instrumental in assisting authors with the preparation of manuscripts for
publication. Paula is a CACCN Life Member.

Christine R Halfkenny-Zellas, P.Mgr, CIM, Chief Operating Officer
Christine is from St. Thomas, ON and has been the Chief Operating Officer for the CACCN since April
2008 running the day to day operations of the CACCN National Office.

Mission
We engage and
inform
Canadian
critical care
nurses through
education and
networking,
and provide a
strong unified
national
identity.
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Chapter Presidents 2015-2016

Vision

All critical care
nurses provide
the highest

British Columbia Chapter

Vena Camenzuli

Greater Edmonton Chapter

Holly Tkachuk

London Regional Chapter

Alison Rowlands

Manitoba Chapter

Sara Unrau

standard of

Montréal Chapter

Mélanie Gauthier

patient and

New Brunswick Chapter

Myriam Breau

Newfoundland/Labrador

Starlene Lundrigan

Nova Scotia Chapter

Ashley Mowatt

Ottawa Regional Chapter

Marilyn White

Saskatchewan Chapter

Marian Hutchinson

Southern Alberta Chapter

Melissa Redlich

Toronto Chapter

Ingrid Daley

Vancouver Island Chapter

Natalie Betanzo

family centred
care through an
engaging,
vibrant,
educated and
research driven
specialized
community.

Front: L-R: Mélanie Gauthier, Sara Unrau and Melissa Redlich
Back: L-R: Meighan McColl, Alison Rowlands, Natalie Betanzo, Ingrid Daley, Vena Camenzuli, Amber Eason
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On behalf of the CACCN 2015-2016 Board of Directors
(BOD) and Chief Operating Officer (COO) Christine Halfkenny-Zellas, I am pleased to present to you the annual report of
the Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses (CACCN) for the
fiscal year April 1, 2015 - March 31, 2016. This report will
highlight the achievements and activities of the association
leadership team and our members.
The Association’s theme of Together We Can has continued to
anchor and guide the Board towards achieving our organizational vision and our mission for Canadian critical care nurses.
Mission: We engage and inform Canadian critical care nurses
through education and networking, and provide a strong unified national identity.

BOD

Vision: All critical care nurses provide the highest standard of
patient and family centered care through an engaging, vibrant,
educated and research driven specialized community.

Committees

This past year has seen the fruition of the tireless work of the
Board in refining our vision and our new board model for
operationalizing that vision.
The CACCN BOD continued to build on that operational
plan, consolidating a committee-based framework that is nimble enough to respond to the dynamic
health care environment and fully grounded in the perspectives and needs of our members.
In 2015, we reported on the reworking of the traditional BOD portfolios design into outcome-focused
committees. We are pleased to share with you the National Director’s and members of each of these
inaugural committees.
CACCN National Committees as of March 31, 2016**

Communications

Conference

Member

Communications Committee:
Chair:
Renée Chauvin
Members:
Shirley Marr (incoming Chair 2016-2017)
Marie-Josée Champagne

Relations

Finance Committee:
Chair:
Robert Mazur
Members:
Zhihua (Zee) Yang

Finance

Member Relations:
Chair:
Lara Parker
Members:
Peter Anderst and Alison Rowlands
National Conference Committee:
Chair:
Carla MacDonald
Members:
Ingrid Daley, Karen Dryden-Palmer, Marie Edwards, Angela Foote,
Eugene Mondor, Pat Rodgers and Teddie Tanguay
Partner Relations Committee:
Chair:
Kathy Bouwmeester
Members:
Karine Allard and Rob Mazur

Partner
Relations

Professional

Professional Development Committee:
Chair:
Barbara Fagan
Members:
Mélanie Gauthier (incoming Chair 2016-2017)
Sarah Crowe, Sandra Goldsworthy Erinn Guy, Linda Massé,
Brenda Morgan, Trudy Nernberg, Brandi Vanderspank-Wright, and
Karen Webb-Anderson
** Vice-President, Renee Chauvin and COO, Christine Halfkenny-Zellas are defacto members of each
committee.
con’t on page 4
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President’s Letter
This model has been very successful in utilizing the talents and insights of CACCN members from coast to
coast. Each committee’s mandate for 2016 - 2017 has been defined and in the last half of 2016 their good
work began.
As CACCN’s national leadership team these groups are committed to creating participation, leadership and
governance opportunities for every member. Chapter leadership and direct member contribution on each
of these working groups has enhanced transparency and membership’s voice across all association activity. I
would invite any and all members interested in contributing at a local, regional or national level to contact
CACCN National Office and find out more information about how to get involved.

CACCN
encourages
critical care
nurses to write
the CNA
Certification
Examination in
our specialty

Adult
252 nurses
Adult
Certification
62 CACCN
Members Initial
39 CACCN
Members
Renewed

This past year we have continued to work alongside our national partners towards a shared vision of quality
critical care health services. Here are some notable highlights of this work:
Canadian Network of Nursing Specialties:
We have continued to be active in the Canadian Network of Nursing Specialties contributing the critical
care nursing perspective via town hall meetings and participation in national projects. We have been engaged in ongoing work and model revision for the national adult and paediatric critical care nursing certification processes.
We continue our efforts in support of a national level accreditation for critical care specialty nursing through
active contribution to system design, exam content expertise, provision of continuing education opportunities, and the wide promotion of this important credentialing opportunity for our members.
Accreditation Canada:
This past year we have contributed the critical care nursing perspective to the development of the 2017
Accreditation Canada Standards for critical care. Two CACCN representatives – Myriam Breau, New
Brunswick and myself - worked alongside medical and interprofessional colleagues to advise the Accreditation Canada team on best practices and priorities for critical care services. The BOD and associated committees will review these standards for approval for the next accreditation cycle.
Canadian Blood Services:
CACCN has enjoyed a strong partnership this past year with Canadian Blood Services (CBS) and has been
very engaged in the national organ donation agenda.
We have ongoing representation on the CBS Deceased Donation Advisory Group (DDAC) that has developed national best practice guidelines for organ donation. This group actively addresses barriers to organ
donation and is leading the implementation of best practices for organ donation across the country.
As an extension of our work on the DDAC, CACCN has been an instrumental partner in the CBS Deceased Donation Professional Education Working Group (DDPEWG). In this forum we are developing organ
donation education, competencies, tools and practice resources for use by Canadian critical care teams.
CBS Paediatric Deceased Donation Guideline Development Committee (pDCD) has also included CACCN
representation. CACCN paediatric nursing participation has resulted in the development of paediatric donation after cardiac death guidelines that are currently undergoing stakeholder approval for release later in
2016.

Pediatric

CBS has also been a leading partner in providing educational resources with, and for, our members including
webinars; conference presentations at Dynamics, regional workshops and support for nurses in critical care
to attend focused educational seminars.

20 nurses
Paediatric
Certification

International Presence:
CACCN presence internationally has been noted through our participation with the World federation of
Societies of Intensive and Critical care medicine, World Federation of Paediatric Intensive and Critical Care
Societies.

2 CACCN
Members Initial

We have provided support and consultation to the Irish Association of Critical Care Nurses regarding specially preparation and entrance to practice and we have continued to grow our relationship with the American Association of Critical Care Nurses.

1 CACCN
Members
Renewed

Nationally, we have been very active in a number of initiatives, organizations and projects to advance the
Canadian agenda for critical care services. CACCN contributed to a review of critical care priorities with
Choosing Wisely Canada and is a participant on the Canadian Nurses Association Choosing Wisely Working
Group for Registered Nursing priorities. We continue our collaboration with the Canadian Critical Care
Society and the Canadian Critical Care Trials Group.
CACCN has taken an active role in supporting the generation of new evidence to guide practice and work in
support of the scientific exploration of critical care services. We have been active on projects informing
practice in the domains of; patient and family centred care, conflict and relationships in critical care, disease
management and quality improvement research.
con’t on page 5
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Numerous national and regional educational projects have been offered and the 2016 launch of a new webinar platform for online educational events is proving to be successful.
The Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing, under the leadership of Dr. Paula Price and the editorial
board, has continued to generate a quality quarterly journal that supports dissemination of important evidence and knowledge and provides a valuable platform for the voices of Canadian critical care nurses.
In the 2015 - 2016 fiscal year it has been our honour to provide educational funding/support through the
Chapter Knowledge Fund ($300.00 per chapter) in support of regional educational events:
Manitoba Chapter:
Montréal Chapter:
Nova Scotia:
Ottawa Region:
Southern Alberta:
Vancouver Island:

Exporting Expertise…Stories of Nursing Abroad!
Hematological and Oncological Emergencies in Critical Care
Bloom Your Knowledge Education Day
2015 Annual Education Day
Advance Practice Nursing: Fact or Fiction?
2016 Education Night

We have also been pleased to offer a number of Awards/Grants in recognition and support of member’s
innovation and scholarly achievements. Please review the Awards report to acknowledge the accomplishments of our members. Consider submitting applications or the nomination of deserving candidates for the
annual awards. I would also like to recognize and thank our corporate partners and sponsors for their unwavering support of our mission and our members.
As I complete my term as President, I am mindful of the support and trust placed in me to guide this organization. I am sincerely thankful for the grace and positive energy I have received from so many of you
through the fair and the stormy times.
I believe that the work we do, be it in direct practice, education, leadership, research, and all the associated
roles that support our community, is a rare privilege. I have been awestruck by the strengths and gifts I
witnessed and seen shared by national and chapter leaders, committees, educational faculty, attendees and
members. CACCN is a remarkable community.
To our 2016 - 2017 Board of Directors and Christine Halfkenny-Zellas, who works tirelessly to keep the
wheels turning, I thank you each for your efforts to ensure our vision will grow and be fully achieved.
This is a remarkable time for CACCN. Together We Can and together we have embarked on a new and
invigorating journey claiming our vital position in Canadian health care.
As the 2015 - 2016 term fades into our past, new opportunities and challenges for critical care nurses to Be
the Difference are coming rapidly into our reach. We must continue to galvanize our place of influence in
the Canadian health care landscape.
CACCN is ready to meet these challenges. We are poised to make a tangible difference in the hour-tohour, shift-to-shift, year-to-year practice of critical care nurses and to positively impact the wellbeing of
patients, families, teams and the communities we serve.
I thank each of you for the work you do everyday and for continuing to embody the best of nursing and the
values that anchor our association.
On behalf of the CACCN Board of Directors and Chief Operating Officer, I respectfully submit this
CACCN Annual Report for 2015 - 2016.
Sincerely,

CACCN
BOARD
OF
DIRECTORS
April 2015
To
March 2016

Karen Dryden-Palmer
President
Carla MacDonald
Director

Renée Chauvin
Vice-President
Barb Fagan
Director
Rob Mazur
Director
Kathy Bouwmeester
Director

Karen Dryden-Palmer, MN, RN
President

Christine
Halfkenny-Zellas
Chief Operating Officer
Lara Parker
Director
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Membership in CACCN as of March 31, 2016 was 1255 members. This compares with a membership of 1314 on March 31, 2015— a decrease of 59 members over the fiscal year.
CACCN continues to strive to increase the voice of critical care nursing in Canada through a stronger
membership and a more visible presence. CACCN recognizes the hard work of our Chapter
Leadership and our members in recruiting and retaining our current membership.

Chapter Recruitment and Retention

Membership
Recruitment
Criteria
Minimum of 25%
of membership is
"new" between
April 1 to March
31, the chapter
will receive one
Dynamics of
Critical Care
Conference
three day
member early
bird tuition
coupon
Minimum of 33%
of membership is
"new" between
April 1 to March
31, the chapter
will receive one
Dynamics of
Critical Care
Conference
three day
member early
bird tuition
coupon and one
Dynamics of
Critical Care
Conference
partial tuition
coupon

- The following chapters received CACCN Tuition
Coupons for Dynamics 2016 in Charlottetown, PE to recognize their recruitment and retention efforts
for the fiscal year, April 1, 2015 to March 31, 2016:
Recruitment:
Min. 33% of membership is “new”

British Columbia
Manitoba
Montréal
Newfoundland
Nova Scotia

Ottawa Regional
Saskatchewan
Southern Alberta
Vancouver Island

Greater than 60% renewal

Nova Scotia

Vancouver Island

Greater than 70% renewal

Greater Edmonton
Southern Alberta

Toronto

Greater than 80% renewal

British Columbia
London Region
Montréal

New Brunswick
Ottawa Regional

Retention:

Thank you for supporting CACCN

Membership Referral Program
The CACCN membership referral program operates year round. CACCN members who refer members to CACCN are eligible to be entered into a quarterly draw to receive a complimentary one year
CACCN membership (value $75). Members are entered into the blind draw for each new member
referred to CACCN.
Complimentary Membership Recipients:






Q1—April 1 to June 30, 2015

Anna Lee San Jose, St. Hubert, QC and Natalie Betanzo, Victoria, BC
Q2—July 1 to September 30, 2015

Colleen Breen, London, ON and Angela Foote, New Glasgow, NS
Q3—October 1 to December 31, 2015

Karina Allard, Montréal, QC and Trudy Nernberg, West St Paul, MB
Q4—January 1 to March 31, 2016

Lissa Currie, Ile des Chenes, MB and Susan Butler, Victoria, BC

Thank you to the
following members
for their
member referrals
during this fiscal year:

Marie Aue
Rina-Marie AustrieFletcher
Kim Bazinet
Natalie Betanzo
Marija Cindric
James Danell
Brittany Hollett
Pam Hruska

Aboubacar Kadoga
Mikylah Klepach
Jennifer Kryworuchko
Carly LaChance
Starlene Lundrigan
Meighan Arch
Marlys McTavish
Eugene Mondor
Cheryl Pryce

Kathy Przybyl
Sarah Shea
Tannis Sidloski
Nichole Tao
Penny Thievan
Rhonda Thorkelsson
Danielle Yaffe
Nicole Young
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Mélanie Gauthier, BScN, RN, CNCC(C)
Director—Eastern Region
Elected for the term April 2016-March 2018
CACCN Annual General Meeting
September 2015

Rob Mazur, BScN, RN
Director—Central Region
Acclaimed for the term April 2016-March 2018
CACCN Annual General Meeting
September 2015

CACCN
MISSION

We engage and
inform Canadian
critical care
nurses through
education and
networking, and
provide a strong
unified national
identity.

CACCN
VISION

Shirley Marr, MHEd, MHScM, BScN, RN
Director—Central Region
Acclaimed for the term April 2016-March 2018
CACCN Annual General Meeting
September 2015

All critical care
nurses provide
the highest
standard of
patient and
family centred
care through an
engaging, vibrant,
educated and
research driven
specialized
community.

CACCN Committees
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CACCN

COMMITTEES

Communications

Editorial Review
Board
The CACCN National Board of Directors has struck the following National Committees with
member participation:

Finance

Member
Relations

Communication: To strategically plan, manage, coordinate and sustain the organization’s messaging and
dissemination activities with all stakeholder of the association. The Communication Committee will take
responsibility for the organization’s reputation and assisting the leadership to achieve its strategic goals. The
communication committee will facilitate healthy and productive internal and external communications.
Editorial Review Board: To provide a journal which will be of relevance and value to any nurse with an
interest or expertise in critical care nursing. The journal should have relevance for all areas of practice in
neonatal, pediatric and adult critical care nursing.
Finance: To strategically plan, manage and sustain the Association’s financial health, take responsibility for
the Association’s financial preparation/audit, manage the Association’s bookkeeper relationship and assist
with the leadership to achieve its strategic goals.

National
Conference

Member Relations: To strategically plan, manage and increase the enrollment, engagement and relationships with all new, current, renewing, and future CACCN members.

Partner Relations

National Conference: To provide leadership, structure, fidelity and support for the annual Dynamics of
critical are conference. To ensure the vision/mission/goals of the association are represented in the conference. Will partner with local conference planning teams to ensure the success for every Dynamics. To
actively evaluate and refine the operational and educational model of Dynamics as the needs of our member
community evolve.
Partner Relations: Will facilitate and develop CACCN relationships with organizations (corporations,
government, vendors, sponsors, employers) that align with advancing the science and practice of critical
care nursing.

Professional
Development

Professional Development: To provide education and professional development, advocate for critical
care certification to new, renewing, and future CACCN members and promote the Canadian Journal of
Critical Care Nursing to potential authors.

CNA Critical Care Certification
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CACCN encourages critical care nurses to write the Canadian Nurses Association Specialty
examination in Critical Care Nursing.
The Adult and Pediatric Critical Care Certification examinations were written in April 2015.
Adult - CNCC(C)

Total Initial / Renewal: 252 nurses

Sixty-two (62) CACCN members wrote the exam

Thirty-nine (39) CACCN members renewed
Paediatric - CNCCP(C)

Total Initial / Renewal: 20 nurses

Two (2) CACCN members wrote the exam

One (1) CACCN member renewed
CACCN holds an annual certification draw to award members who successfull y
completed the critical care specialty examination/renewal certification. In September 2015 at the Dynamics of Critical Care™ Conference in Winnipeg, MB, the following members were drawn to receive $250
each in support of their efforts in successfully passing the examination or renewing the adult credential—
CNCC(C) and the pediatric credential—CNCCP(C):



Adult Certification (initial):

Shelley Dolbeck, Winnipeg, MB

Kristie Dirks, Legal, AB

Nichole N Tao, Winnipeg, MB



Adult Certification (renewal):

Michel Doré, Québec City, QC

Clarice Watt, Timmins, ON



Pediatric Certification (initial):

Stacey Conway, Prince George, BC

Lindsay Ingram, Toronto, ON



Pediatric Certification (renewal):

Beverly D Fletcher, Bedford, NS

CACCN also sends congratulatory messages to non-members who successfully complete certification.
The Association welcomed three (3) new members via this recruitment initiative.
Congratulations!

Barbara Fagan, BScN, RN, CNCC(C)
Chair, Professional Development Committee

What makes certified nurses stand out?
CNA-certified nurses have:










an advanced clinical expertise, knowledge and commitment
specialty knowledge, authenticated by exacting national standards
a clear dedication to quality, evidence-based care
a resolve to pursue life-long learning, patient advocacy and professional practice
a demonstrated commitment to continuing competence and specialized education
maintained recognized standards of proficiency and professionalism
When you add the official certification credential after your name, patients, employers,
licensing bodies and the public will be able to recognize your experience and competence
in your nursing specialty or area of nursing practice.
Once you’re CNA certified, you’ll stand out as an RN who Cares to Be the Best!

Canadian
Nurses
Association
Certification
is a nationally
recognized
credential for
registered
nurses.
Becoming
certified in
your specialty
demonstrates
your
commitment
to nursing
excellence and
continuing
competence.
Certification
shows
that you
Care
to
Be the Best!
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Critical care nurses make a difference every day in the
lives of their patients and families, and their peers and
workplaces. CACCN, in conjunction with our corporate partners, is pleased to acknowledge and reward
the outstanding contributions of critical care nurses
through the CACCN awards and recognition program.
CACCN Sponsors — 2015—2016:






Thank you
to our
Award Review
Committee
Members

BBraun Sharing
Expertise Award
The Spacelabs
Innovative
Project Award
Chad Johnson
Lara Parker
Glenda Roy

CACCN
Research Grant
Franco Carnevale
Paula Price
Gwynne MacDonald

BBraun Medical
Draeger Medical Canada
Sage Products
Spacelabs Healthcare

BBraun
Award

“Sharing

Expertise”

This award is presented to an
individual who exhibits stellar
leadership and mentoring abilities
in critical care.
The deserving recipient was Joanne Baird, Grand
Falls-Windsor, NL was the deserving recipient. Nominated by Glenda Roy.

Formal recognition of each award recipient by CACCN
members and our corporate partners took place in
Winnipeg, MB during the Dynamics of Critical Care™
CACCN Research Grant
2015 Conference:
This grant has been established to provide funds to the
investigator (s) of a research study which directly reDraeger Medical Canada
lates to the practice of critical care and critical care
Chapter of the Year Award
nursing.
This award of $500 with a plaque recognizes the ef- The deserving recipients were Brandy Love and
forts, contributions and dedication of a CACCN chap- Lesley LaPierre, Edmonton, AB for their research
ter as they carry out the purposes and goals of the project “Prevalence of Moral Distress, Burnout Syndrome,
association.
and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Among Canadian CritiCongratulations to the Montréal Chapter, recipient cal Care Nurses, Respiratory Therapists and Physicians in a
of the Chapter of the Year Award for the second year Large Tertiary Intensive Care Unit”.
in a row.

CACCN Educational Awards
Spacelabs Healthcare Innovative Project Award:

This award provides funding to assist critical care
This award is presented to a group of critical care nurs- nurses to attend continuing education programs at the
es who develop a project that will enhance their pro- baccalaureate, masters and doctoral level. CACCN
fessional development.
sponsors two awards annually.
First Place Recipient
Teddie Tanguay and the Royal Alexandra Hospital Rapid Response Team, Edmonton, AB for their
project “Rapid Response Team”.
First Place
Karen Webb-Anderson, Pamela Hughes and
Marlene Ash, Halifax, NS for their project “The Implementation of a Novel Nursing Role and the Use of Simple
Data to Effect Positive Change.

Fall 2015 Recipient
Julie-Ann Airth, Toronto, ON. Julie-Ann is enrolled
in the Masters of Nursing/ Nurse Practitioner-Adult
Stream (Acute) Combined program at the University
of Toronto.
Winter 2016 Recipient
Diana Heng, Toronto, ON. Diana is pursuing her
Master of Nursing, Clinical Nursing at the University
of Toronto.

Spacelabs Healthcare very generously awarded
$1,000 for each of these deserving projects.

Brenda Morgan Leadership Excellence Award
This award for excellence in leadership is presented to
a nurse who, on a consistent basis demonstrates outCACCN Chasing Excellence Award
standing performance in the area of leadership in critiThis award is presented to an individual who consist- cal care.
ently demonstrates excellence in critical care nursing
practice. The Award funds are to be used for contin- The deserving recipient was Pamela Cybulski, Alliston, ON. Nominated by Shirley Marr.
ued professional/leadership development.
The deserving recipient was Pamela Hughes, Halifax,
NS. Nominated by Karen Webb-Anderson.

Awards and Recognition
CACCN Life Member Award
Life Member status is awarded to individuals whom have
demonstrated sustained support and exceptional contributions to the CACCN and its Vision and Mission. Life
members have contributed to the advancement of the art
and science of critical care nursing through practice, education, research leadership and advocacy for the specialty.
The deserving recipient was Paula Price, Calgary, AB.
Nominated by Ruth Trinier.

Sage Products Poster Bursary
This bursary provides funding to eligible applicants to
attend the Dynamics of Critical Care™ Conference to
present a poster with a focus on the prevention of complications or deleterious impacts of critical illness hospitalization.
The Sage Products Poster Bursary was presented to the
following:
Kyoung-eun Moon, Soo-jin Oh, Yooun-joong Jung,
Yeon-Hwa Chung, Sun-ju Lee and Soon-hang Lee,
Seoul, Republic of Korea for their poster presentation:
“Risk Factors for the Occurrence of Delirium in Surgical Intensive Care Unit Patients”.
Jacqueline Torrance, Susan Dunford, Janice Ross,
Christina Murphy, Margaret Cameron and Catherine Kerr, Peterborough, ON for their poster presentation: “Getting to Zero: Daily Universal Chlorhexidine Bathing
in the ICU”.
Nicola Farrow, Beth Linesman, Erica Chadwick,
Orest Kornetsky, Rowena Odejar and Patricia Storey, Toronto, ON for their poster presentation: “Safe
Travels: Keeping Critical Care Patients Safe During Intrahospital and Inter-hospital Transports”.

PAGE

Poster Awards—Dynamics 2015
The poster awards at Dynamics 2015 provide recognition for the excellent work of critical care nurses.
First Place
Kathleen Pryzbyl, Lansing, IL for her poster “Nursing
Respite Room: Naps Aren’t Just for Kids!”.
Second Place
Jacqueline Torrance, Susan Dunford, Janice
Ross, Christina Murphy, Margaret Cameron and
Catherine Kerr for their poster presentation:
“Getting to Zero: Daily Universal Chlorhexidine Bathing in
the ICU”.
Delegate’s Choice
Kathleen Pryzbyl, Lansing, IL for her poster “Nursing
Respite Room: Naps Aren’t Just for Kids!”.
The National Board of Directors is pleased to extend
congratulations to our award recipients and to thank
your sponsors for their continued support of critical
care nurses.
Respectfully,

This award is presented to a group of critical care nurses,
who develop an activity and/or event that will profile
their local Critical Care Team during Canadian Intensive
Care Week.
The recipients of this award were Kaitlin Ames, PICU
and Andrea McCormick, CCU at the Hospital for
Sick Children, Toronto, ON.

Thank you
to our

corporate
partners

BBraun
Medical
Canada
Draeger
Medical
Canada

Barbara Fagan, BScN, RN, CNCC(C)
Professional Development Chair

CACCN Website:
www.caccn.ca
CACCN has continued to maintain our presence
on social media with our Facebook and Twitter
pages.

Spotlight Challenge Award
Canadian Intensive Care Week

11

The online abstract submission process continues
to be enhanced to ensure ease of use for those
submitting for presentation. The full implementation of the CACCN database has provided us with
up to the minute membership information and a
number of tools to breakdown reporting for the
Board of Directors and our Chapters.

Sage
Products
Spacelabs
Healthcare
for your
support of
critical care
nursing
education
awards
and
sponsorship
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Award Recipients

Chapter
of the Year
Montréal
Chapter

Innovative Project Award

Rapid Response
Team

Royal
Alexandra
Hospital
Edmonton, AB

Karen
Webb-Anderson
Pamela Hughes
Marlene Ash
Halifax, NS

Report from the Treasurer
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The day to day financial operations are maintained by our bookkeeper, Centaur Accounting Inc, London, ON.
A financial audit is completed annually for the Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses by MacNeill Edmundson a London, ON accounting firm. The financial audit is presented annually to members* in advance of
the Annual General Meeting held in conjunction with the Dynamics of Critical Care™ Conference annually in
September.
The CACCN Treasurer maintains oversight of the bookkeeping operations as well as the audit.
The 2015-2016 Financial Audit was completed in August 2016. Information from the audit includes:

Did you know?

Revenue Streams:
The activities generating the majority of revenue (in order of amount) for CACCN are:







$ 90,629.00
$ 75,046.00
$ 22,890.00
$ 12,687.00
$ 6,294.00

Membership Fees
Dynamics of Critical Care Conference™
The Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing Advertising
Advertising Sales (website)/Royalties
Interest on investments

The assets of the Association are divided between the operating account and guaranteed investments. We are
pleased to report that the financial health of CACCN remains solid at this point in time with investments
holding approximately two years of operating funds. The Board seeks to ensure that this continues to be the
case by operating in a fiscal manner and approving a balanced budget without a deficit for each fiscal year:
meaning the expenses in each budget each year cannot exceed the revenues generated.

Chapter
Reimbursement
$ 18,885.00

Tuition Coupons
$ 16,495 National

Expenses:
Service to our members is our priority with revenue invested into improving membership benefits, the website and the journal, in addition to advancing the work of the Association over the fiscal year. In the 20152016 fiscal year, the following investments were made:













$ 32,199.00 The Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing
$ 38,556.00 Association Meetings/Travel
$ 32,714.00 Awards to Members
$ 18,735.00 Chapter Reimbursement
$ 1,200.00 Chapter Knowledge Funding
$ 16,495.00 Dyn 2015 Tuition Coupons: Board, Chapters, ERB, Recruitment/Retention
$ 14,145.00 Dyn 2015 Tuition Coupons to Invited Speakers/Abstract Presenters
$ 18,064.00 Professional Fees: Audit, Bookkeeper, Legal fees: Trademarks
$ 12,372.00 Postage, Courier, Photocopying
$ 60,581.00 Chief Operating Officer Salary, Expenses, Government Remittances
$ 27,976.00 Office Supplies/Equipment Leases, Interest/Bank Charges, Telephone, Website, Insurance, Amortization

The Board of Directors believes it is important for the Membership to have a full awareness and knowledge
of the details and the breakdown of the finances of the Association. A complete report of the financial audit
is available for members to review via the Members Only area of the CACCN website.
Sincerely,

Rob Mazur, BScN, RN
CACCN Director, National Treasurer

** Association Meetings include the Board of Directors, Chapter Connections Day, Accommodation and Travel (inc. Jrn. Editor)

$ 14,145 Dynamics

Awards / Draws
$ 32,714

Journal
$ 32, 199

Taxation
$ 10,500.00
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Award Recipients

CACCN
Trademarks
The Association
successfully
embarked on
the process to
reserve and
register the
following for the
Association

Life Member Award
Paula Price
Calgary, AB

Dynamics of
Critical Care™
and
The Canadian
Journal of
Critical Care
Nursing™

Nicola Farrow
Toronto, ON

Kyoung-eun Moon
Seoul, Korea

Jacqueline Torrance, Toronto, ON

Chapter Connections Day 2015
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Chapter connections day is always a special one day meeting the day before Dynamics begins when Chapter Presidents meet with the Board of Directors. It is a great day for sharing information and getting to know the issues
the chapters and the board are facing. This year it was held on September 26, 2015 at the Delta Hotel in Winnipeg and I was pleased I was also able to attend.
President K. Dryden-Palmer welcomed everyone and reviewed the agenda for the day. Then Director L. Parker
led the group with a fun warm up exercise.
Each member of the Board of Directors reviewed their annual reports for 2014-2015 and gave updates. President
K. Dryden-Palmer spoke about her theme as president: Together We Can. She reported that last year the Board
worked to advance the strategic plan, sustained working relationships with partners, and provided education products to members.
L. Parker reported that the membership on April 1, 2015 was 1314. There are no student members. Certifications
– initial 67, renew 21 (adult) and initial 3, renew 6 (paediatric). Treasurer – R. Mazur reported that CACCN is in a
solid financial position with a balanced budget. B. Fagan reported that CACCN lost 2 award sponsors. The organization provided funding for those two awards. All awards are awarded this year. There is also a new award – Sage
Poster Bursary. Work will begin soon on revising the Editorial Awards. The name of the journal changed to The
Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing and the next Dynamics will be in Charlottetown, PEI. The following year in
Toronto. Saskatoon is under review for 2018. The Board is considering revising the schedule to Halifax, Toronto,
Calgary.
The new structure of the BOD was presented. The Board has moved from a portfolio based structure to a Committee structure aligned with the CACCN Mission statement. Terms of reference were developed for the committees and each Committee Chair briefly reviewed their committee’s purpose.
 Finance – R. Mazur
 Member relations – L. Parker
 Partner relations – K. Bouwmeester
 Professional development – B. Fagan
 Communications – R. Chauvin
 Conference – C. MacDonald
There was open discussion and feedback from the Chapter presidents.
Following this, the group broke into working groups to discuss each committee in more depth. We were asked to
consider what the expectations of the committee were, factors that will impact/influence the work, and how will
the committee move forward. There was excellent discussion and many ideas were generated. The Chapter Presidents reported they were excited to see this change in structure and it might allow them to have more access to
the BOD. There will be a call out to the membership for volunteer members for each of these committees. What
a great way for you to get involved with your association and colleagues from across the country.
The afternoon was spent with several Chapter Presidents sharing their expertise. The topics were Nuts and Bolts
of Chapter Leadership, AGM 101, How to Hold an Educational Event, and Engaging Stakeholders (experiences of
the Montreal Chapter). For more information on the discussion, please contact your Chapter President. These
topics would all make for interesting education sessions.
The last discussion item was about certification. There is a lot of confusion between the roles of CACCN vs the
Canadian Nurses Association (CNA). CNA is concerned about decreased numbers in some specialties (especially
peds critical care). CACCN’s role is supportive. We do not drive the exam. We review the exam, but are not
necessarily item writers. CACCN is a member of the Canadian Network of Nursing Specialties of CNA. The exams are going online for 2016. Registration for writing the exam in 2016 will be in April 2016 with exam writing in
the fall 2016.
The day was fun, productive, engaging and thought-provoking. As a break we were periodically led through several
fun exercises.
Respectfully

CACCN
Chapters
British
Columbia
Grtr Edmonton
London Regional
Manitoba
Montréal
New Brunswick
Newfoundland/
Labrador
Nova Scotia
Ottawa Region
Saskatchewan
Southern
Alberta
Toronto

Paula Price PhD, RN
Editor
The Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing™

Vancouver
Island
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Dynamics 2015
Education

Dynamics
of Critical Care 2015
September 2015
Winnipeg, MB
_____________________
Planning Committee
Marie Edwards
Chair
_____________________
Committee Members
Tara Carson
Lissa Currie
James Danell
Cathy Ferguson
Joy Mintenko
Colleen Shepherd
Tannis Sidloski
Rhonda Thorkelsson
Lori Wakeman
_____________________
Karen Dryden-Palmer
President
Dynamics Liaison
Christine
Halfkenny-Zellas
CACCN COO

Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing™

PAGE

Editor’s Report
April 1, 2015 - March 31, 2016
Statement of Purpose and Objectives
Purpose:
To provide a journal which will be of relevance and value to any nurse with an interest or expertise in critical care nursing. The journal should have relevance for all areas of practice in neonatal, paediatric and adult
critical care nursing.
Objectives:











To provide a vehicle for publication for critical care nurses in Canada.
To stimulate critical care nurses to write in their area of expertise.
To promote networking regarding critical care nursing clinical, education, research and
administrative practices.
To disseminate critical care nursing content of interest to Canadian nurses.
To publish articles of relevance to clinical, education, research and administrative critical
care nursing practice.
To disseminate the results of critical care nursing research.
To explore issues and problems relevant to critical care nursing.
To provide a means for the national Board of Directors to communicate with members of
CACCN.
To communicate available awards for members.

Subscriptions:




Members: 1255 (1307 last year)
Subscriptions: 23 (14 last year) includes 8 complimentary

Journal Profile:
The journal has its own web page on CACCN’s website and continues to be listed in the Cumulative Index
to Nursing and Allied Health Literature (CINAHL), The International Nursing Index, Medline, EBSCO,
Nurse One, and the British Nursing Index. Full text articles are available on CINAHL Plus, Academic OneFile, Health Reference Centre Academic, CPI.Q.
Editorial Review Board:
My thanks and appreciation are extended to the members of the editorial review board for the work they
do reviewing each manuscript. It is through their diligence and expertise that the journal maintains its
standard as a scholarly, specialty Canadian journal.
The members of the editorial review board are:
Marie Edwards, PhD, RN, Winnipeg, MB.
Sandra Goldsworthy, PhD, RN, CNCC(C), CMSN (C), Calgary, AB.
Martha Mackay, PhD, RN, CCN(C), Vancouver, BC
Mae Squires, PhD, RN, Gananoque, ON.
Franco Carnevale, MSA, MEd, PhD, RN, Montreal, PQ
Debbie Fraser, MN, RNC, Winnipeg, MB.
Annual Editorial Review Board Meeting:
The annual editorial board meeting with members of the Editorial Review Board was held via teleconference on September 15, 2015. Summary of discussion:




Discussed the need for more clinical papers. P. Price has written to all those with accepted oral and poster presentations at Dynamics 2015. She will follow up in person while at
the conference.
Discussed to use of social media (e.g., twitter) to promote the journal.
con’t on page 20
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Publishing Summary:
The attached table provides information about the disposition of manuscripts received in the last year and
compares them to those received from previous years. Includes Summer, Fall, Winter and Spring issues
2015-2016.
Manuscripts

The
Canadian
Journal

2010-11

2011-12

# Received/Reviewed

8

11

7

10

12

7

# Publishedˆ

4

6

11

5

7

8

# Rejected

1

0

2

3

1

1

# Not Returned

2

0

0

1

3

0

# In review (at year end)

2

3

2

2

2

5

2-5

2-4

5

5

6

6

Average Receipt-Publish
(months)

3

6

6

5

6

6

Average # Manuscripts (per issue)

1

2

2-3

1-2

2-3

2-3

Clinical

2

4

2

0

1

2

Management

0

1

9

0

0

0

CE Quiz

0

0

0

0

0

0

Research

1

1

4

5

5

5

Regular Column

6

3

4

3

2

1

1$, 4#

3+, 2#

1#, 1~

0

1

1

Average Review Time (weeks)

2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16

Published Total:

of
Critical
Care
Nursing™

Other

Based on April-March year end. ^ #’s of manuscripts do not add to total received or published due to carry over from previous year. $ Education, *
Program, #Award recipients, + Commentary, ~ Professional

Strategies to increase submissions continue to include:





Offering assistance to all inquiries.
Writing to all presenters at Dynamics conference.
Encouraging colleagues working on a project or interested in a topic to write.

Future Plans:
Increasing the number of manuscript submissions remains a priority. All presenters at Dynamics 2015 were
contacted to encourage them to submit either their poster or oral presentation and all presenters at Dynamics 2016 will be contacted to consider converting their papers/posters into a written manuscript.
Summary:
As Editor for The Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing, I have received tremendous help and support from
all members of the Editorial Review Board, and our publishers - Pappin Communications.
Congratulations are extended to all the authors who have successfully published their work. Pappin Communications continues to provide quality work in the publication of the journal. Many thanks to the members of the Editorial Review Board who continue to volunteer their time and expertise to produce a high
quality journal. Much appreciation is also extended to Christine Halfkenny-Zellas in the National Office for
all of her work supporting the Editor and Editorial Review Board.
Respectfully submitted,

Paula Price PhD, RN
Editor

CACCN Trademarks
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In 2015, CACCN embarked on Trademark applications for the Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing™ and
Dynamics of Critical Care™. As some may be aware, the Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses historical data provides the following information:
“In 1975, a Canadian Chapter of the American Association of Critical Care Nurses (AACN) was founded in Toronto, Ontario. In February
of 1979, another separate critical care organization emerged as the “Niagara Association of Critical Care Nurses” (NACCN). By 1983
the name was changed to the “Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses” (CACCN) and under the leadership of Janice Lech Dusek,
was incorporated that year. Meanwhile, also in 1983, the Toronto Chapter of AACN, officially became incorporated and renamed as the
“National Society of Critical Care Nurses” (NSCCN). Chapters of NSCCN were formed in London, Windsor and Vancouver. The Canadian
Critical Care Nursing Journal was launched from this group. In January of 1985, the merger of the NSCCN, based in Toronto, and the
CACCN from Welland, officially marked a significant turning point in the history of critical care nursing in Canada. This important historical event enabled nurses from across Canada to consolidate their efforts and begin to collectively work towards a shared vision as one
unified body. In a true spirit of unity, the Welland name of CACCN was adopted, while the former NSCCN logo became the visual identity
that was assumed.”

Dynamics of Critical Care™ was trademarked many years ago by the NSCCN. During the trademark renewal
process in 2015, CACCN found the merger between the NSCCN and CACCN was not completed/filed with
Corporations Canada. As a result CACCN found the Dynamics of Critical Care™ trademark, which has been in
use since 1984, did not belong to the Association. As a result of this turn of events, CACCN worked closely
with trademark agents, Fasken, Martineau (Toronto) to declare the NSCCN as officially “inactive” with Corporations Canada and submitted an updated request for trademark for Dynamics of Critical Care™.

Paula Price
Dynamics Editor

Around the same timeframe, CACCN completed a name change and filed an application to trademark The Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing™.

Editorial Review

We are pleased to advise the Dynamics of Critical Care™ trademark was processed and approved in early 2016.
The trademark for the Canadian Journal of Critical Care Nursing™ should be finalized and approved in the latter
part of 2016.

Board

Respectfully

Franco Carnevale
Marie Edwards

Christine R Halfkenny-Zellas, P.Mgr, CIM
Chief Operating Officer

Debbie Fraser

Sandra Goldsworthy
Martha MacKay
Mae Squires

Sharing
Expertise Award
Joanne Baird
Grand Falls-Windsor, NL
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Dynamics 2015
Annual Dinner

Dynamics 2015
Exhibitors
3M Canada
Alberta Health
Services
ArjoHuntleigh
Canada
Bard Canada
Baxter
Corporation
BBraun of Canada
BD Medical
Cdn Hospital
Specialties
Cdn Virtual
Hospice
ConvaTec Canada
Dale Medical
Products
Dermasciences
Draeger Medical
Canada
Edwards
Lifesciences
Fraser Health
GE Healthcare
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Award Recipients

Spotlight
Challenge
Award
Kaitlin Ames
and
Andrea
McCormick
Toronto, ON

Dynamics 2015
Poster Awards
Delegate’s Choice
and
First Place Poster
Kathleen Pryzbyl
Lansing, IL

Chasing Excellence
Pamela Hughes, Halifax, NS
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Dynamics 2015

Exhibit Partners

Sponsors
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Award Recipients

Dynamics of
Critical Care
2015

Brenda Morgan Leadership Excellence Award
Pamela Cybulski
Alliston, ON

Delegates
295

Congratulations to all award recipients!
Exhibitors

Dynamics 2016 Charlottetown, PE
Join us at the
Delta Prince Edward
Dynamics 2016 September 25 to 27, 2016

38

Exhibit Spaces

51

Dynamics 2015 Winnipeg, MB
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Bridging the Nation with
COMPASSION, IMAGINATION

INNOVATION

From September 27 to 29, delegates gathered in Winnipeg, Manitoba, the heart of the continent and city of
rivers, for the Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses’ annual conference, Dynamics 2015. The
theme of the conference was Bridging the Nation with Compassion, Imagination, and Innovation. From the
lively opening to the closing ceremonies, opportunities abounded for critical care nurses to learn, share
stories, debate ideas, and have some fun with colleagues from across the country and beyond. Delegates
experienced three full days of informative, challenging, and thought-provoking presentations and posters
flowing out of research studies, quality improvement projects, reviews of the literature, first-hand experiences, or changes to our legislative landscape.
The conference opened with the Norman Chief Memorial Dancers, who provided delegates with a sampling of their energetic and entertaining traditional Métis dancing and music, including the Red River Jig.
Spokesperson for the dancers and member of the Manitoba Legislative Assembly, the Honourable Kevin
Chief, acknowledged the important work nurses engage in every day and the power nurses have to make a
difference. The lively dancers set the stage for the keynote speaker, Kristin Millar, to tell her story of critical illness and receiving a heart transplant in a presentation entitled “This Heart Loves to Dance”. Kristin
spoke of the compassion of various members of the health care team throughout her journey to wellness
and of the significance of innovation, as she was a pioneer in receiving the LVAD in Manitoba.
Day two of the conference began with a plenary session from Brenda Morgan, a well-respected leader in
critical care nursing in Canada. Brenda reminded delegates of the compassion and imagination needed to
care for patients and families in critical care settings, skillfully weaving stories from her practice throughout
the presentation to illustrate this message. Brenda also provided examples of innovations in practice that
grew out of nurses’ observations, ultimately leading to improvements in patient care through imagination
and determination.
Quality end-of-life care was a thread evident throughout the conference. On day three, participants on a
plenary panel on enhancing end-of-life care in the intensive care unit (ICU) spoke to delegates about programs for families after the death of a loved one in ICU and the use of tools such as G.R.A.C.E (as described in the literature by Joan Halifax) to enhance care, or the pause (as described in the literature by
Jonathan Bartels) to acknowledge death in the unit. In a moving presentation, panelist John Bond spoke
about the death of his wife, Sharon, in ICU, about simple acts of kindness extended to his family by staff
members, and about opportunities lost due to lack of information or being asked to leave the room at a
pivotal moment in care. At a sunrise session on day three, lawyer Elaine Borg, from the Canadian Nurses
Protective Society, discussed the recent Supreme Court decision in the Carter v. Canada (Attorney General) case on physician-assisted death and possible implications of the decision for nurses.
Experts from across North America presented at luncheon sessions on a range of topics, including advanced hemodynamic monitoring, physician-assisted suicide, the tort of negligence, and infection prevention
and control. Clareen Wiencek, president-elect of the American Association of Critical-Care Nurses, in a
luncheon session entitled “Focus the Flame: Attention to Excellence”, encouraged delegates to be fearless,
to inquire, to be resilient, and to engage in order to achieve excellence in practice. Dr. Joyce Black, in a
luncheon session sponsored by Sage Products, provided delegates with cutting edge information on pressure ulcer prevention and treatment. Experts were also brought in by sponsors for a number of concurrent sessions. Nestlé Health Science sponsored speaker Judy King, who presented on the role of adequate
nutrition in positive outcomes for patients in ICU. The Canadian Blood Services, Organ and Tissue Donation/Transplantation sponsored a series of presentations featuring Dr. Jennifer Hancock, Dr. Matthew
Weiss, Dr. Adrian Robertson, and Amber Appleby, Associate Director, Deceased Donation and Transplantation on topics including identification and referral of deceased donors, organ donation after circulatory
death, the ICU nurses’ role in deceased donation, and conversations with families at end-of-life. BBraun
Medical of Canada sponsored a presentation featuring Timothy Kavanagh on using two-way wireless communication in smart pumps to improve patient outcomes.
No Dynamics conference would be complete without social events. The poster reception, sponsored by
the Canadian Intensive Care Foundation, was a fabulous opportunity to review poster content and interact
with poster authors. The Sunday “Social”, sponsored by Spacelabs Healthcare, provided delegates an opportunity to network and enjoy the experience of a Winnipeg tradition. And the annual dinner, “Rock the
‘Peg’” with the Danny Kramer Dance Band, created an opportunity to showcase the inner rock star in all of
us. CACCN recognized the continued educational support of GE Healthcare for the Dynamics conference
at the annual dinner.
con’t page 27
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The closing speaker for Dynamics 2015 was Stephanie Staples, a
Manitoba entrepreneur and motivational speaker. She reminded
delegates of the importance of self-care, particularly given the
work nurses do and the environments critical care nurses work
within. A lasting image of this session was the large group of
people who moved themselves to the corner of the room set
aside for those who were dissatisfied with aspects of their life and
wanted to work towards positive changes. It was a great reminder of the need for self-compassion in nursing and life and Stephanie outlined a number of imaginative ways for people to care for
themselves.
A conference of this size benefits greatly from the generosity of
sponsors. Thank you to sponsors BBraun Medical of Canada, BD
Medical, Canadian Blood Services, Canadian Intensive Care Foundation, GE Healthcare, Nestlé Health Science, Sage Products,
and Spacelabs Healthcare for their support. The Canadian Nurses Protective Society supported Elaine Borg to present, and we are grateful for their generosity. Thank
you also to the exhibitors who made the exhibit hall a place of innovation and ideas. The ongoing support
of our exhibitors is greatly appreciated and helps to make Dynamics the success it is year after year.
Putting a conference together requires hours of work by a planning committee for many months prior to
the event and late nights and early mornings during the event. This year’s planning committee was deep
in experience and enthusiasm, including a former Dynamics chair and skilled chapter executive members
and critical care nurses with years of experience planning local conferences. Thank you to Christine
Halfkenny-Zellas, the Chief Operating Officer of CACCN and conference planner extraordinaire, Karen
Dryden-Palmer, our liaison to the board of CACCN, and the eight critical care nurses who worked tirelessly to make this conference a success:











Tara Carson
Lissa Currie
James Danell
Cathy Ferguson
Joy Mintenko
Colleen Shepard
Tannis Sidloski
Rhonda Thorkelson
Lori Wakefield.

These individuals care deeply about critical care nursing and quality care for patients and family members,
exhibited many impressive talents, and were a joy to work with.
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Dynamics
of Critical Care™
2015
September 27-29,
2015
RBC Centre
Winnipeg, MB
Planning Committee
Marie Edwards
Chair
_____________________
____
Committee Members
Tara Carson
Lissa Currie
James Danell
Cathy Ferguson
Joy Mintenko
Colleen Shepperd

Dynamics is a reminder of all that critical care nursing can be: filled with compassion, imagination, and
innovation. Thank you to the keynote and plenary speakers and panelists, session and poster presenters,
sponsors, exhibitors, CACCN board members, delegates, staff of the Winnipeg RBC Convention Centre,
Global Exposition Services, Canadian Event Production Services, and the staff at the Delta Winnipeg for
making Dynamics 2015 a great conference.

Rhonda Thorkelsson

Thank you also to Renée Chauvin and Colleen Shepard for their creativity and humour with the “roving
reporters” report at the closing ceremony.

Lori Wakeman

And finally, a special thank you to the members of the planning committee for their commitment, hard
work, and sense of humour.

_____________________

Everyone is invited to Prince Edward Island for some eastern hospitality as we gather for Dynamics 2016!
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Edwards, PhD, RN
Dynamics 2015 Conference Chair

Tannis Sidloski

Karen Dryden-Palmer
Vice President
Dynamics Liaison
Christine
Halfkenny-Zellas
CACCN COO
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Canadian Intensive Care Week
CACCN Members, Canadian critical care nurses and their colleagues in the
Intensive Care Unit embraced Canadian Intensive Care Week!
October 25 to October 31, 2015

Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, ON
CACCN Spotlight Challenge Award Recipients

CACCN
Canadian
Intensive Care
Week
Spotlight
Challenge
Award
Presented to a group of critical care nurses who develop
an activity and/or event that
will profile their local Critical
Care Team during Canadian
Intensive Care Week
(annually in October)
Criteria:
Increase the visibility of
critical care services in the local
community
Uniqueness/creativity of the
activity/event
Relevance to the objectives of
Canadian Intensive Care Week
Feasibility of activity/event

Award Value:
$ 500
Deadline:
August 15 annually

The Hospital for Sick Children was the Canadian Intensive Care Week Spotlight Challenge Award
recipient. The Intensive Care Unit received $500.00 to use for their Canadian ICU week events.
The Critical Care Unit at the Hospital for Sick Children held a celebration with awareness events throughout the hospital for Canadian Intensive Care Week. The purpose was to showcase the unique expertise
by the interprofessional team who cares for our critically ill children and families.
The main event of the week was a hospital wide “Critical Care Flash Mob!” One by one the respective
interprofessional teams represented within Critical Care (i.e. Respiratory therapy, Nursing, Medicine, etc.)
were called overhead into the main atrium of the hospital, wearing a t-shirt with a designated colour and
design to represent their profession. The process was similar to how countries are announced and enter
the Olympic ceremonies. Once all the teams entered the atrium, everyone removed their respective profession’s t-shirts to reveal everyone wearing the same critical care unit team shirt with the logo: “Aspiring
to Excellence in Critical Care: Whatever it Takes”. This event also served as the arena for the unveiling
of this new unit logo.
The entire team then performed a choreographed dance to a song dedicated to the resiliency and strength
of our patients and families. The theme of “There for YOU in Critical Moments” was featured along with
the new logo for Critical Care on a presentation behind the team.
The CCU also hosted daily tours of the unit for visiting health care professionals attending the Critical
Care Canada Forum in Toronto to highlight the high level of care provided in the unit. Daily trivia contests also took place within the unit as well.
Prepared from the Hospital for Sick Children
Canadian Intensive Care Spotlight Challenge Award
report submitted by Kaitlin Ames, PICU Clinical Nurse Specialist
and Andrea McCormick, Critical Care Unit Quality Team Leader
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Dynamics 2015
Sponsors
and
Supporters

Sunday

BBraun Medical
of Canada

Social

BD Medical
Canadian Blood
Services
Canadian Intensive
Care Foundation
GE Healthcare
Nestle Health
Science
Sage Products
Spacelabs
Healthcare

Shannon’s Pub, Winnipeg, MB
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Planning
Dynamics 2015
Exhibitors
Hill-Rom Canada
Hospira
HoverTech
Kanatan Aski
Interior Health
McArthur Medical
Sales
Meditek
Millennium Multi
Medical
Nestle Health
Science Canada
Nova Scotia Health
Authority
Northern Health
Omega Laboratories
Philips Healthcare
Physio-Control
Providence Health
Care
Sage Products
School of Nursing
U of Ottawa
Spacelabs Healthcare
Stryker Canada
Vernacare
Zoll Medical

Committee

Dynamics of Critical Care™
Dynamics of Critical Care™ 2015
September 27—29, 2015
Winnipeg, MB
Chairperson: Marie Edwards
Dynamics of Critical Care™ 2016

September 25—27, 2016
Charlottetown, PEI
Chairperson: Ruth Trinier
Dynamics of Critical Care™ 2017
September 2017
Toronto, ON
Chairperson: Shirley Marr
Dynamics of Critical Care™ 2018

September 2018
Calgary, AB
Dynamics of Critical Care™ 2019
September 2019
Halifax, NS

Contact Information:
P. O. Box 25322
London, ON
Toll Free: 1-866-477-9077
Local: 519-649-5284
Facsimile: 519-649-1458
Email: caccn@caccn.ca
Website: www.caccn.ca
Mission: We engage and inform Canadian
critical care nurses through education and
networking, and provide a strong unified
national identity.
Vision: All critical care nurses provide the
highest standard of patient and family
centred care through an engaging, vibrant,
educated and research driven specialized
community.

